Chapter 18

The Age of Enlightenment

Notes

Application of reason to everyday issues

They had no specific connection wit traditional centers of thought be they the courts of monarchs or Universities.

1. autonomy of reason 

2. perfectibility and progress 

3. confidence in the ability to discover causality 

4. principles governing nature, man and society 

5. assault on authority 

6. cosmopolitan solidarity of enlightened intellectuals 

7. disgust with nationalism. 

· Thought, society and government were to be changed for the good of society

· Freedom from tyranny, 

· Free speech 

· Freed trade and the ability to realize one’s talents. 

· Very Humanist.

These improvements were echoing the changes that had taken place in the realm of economics, be they agricultural or industrial. Tradition was to be examined and challang7ed. 

Literature, pamphlets and other sources of the printed word were used to foment change.

With the growth of the commercial class and professional classes there was a growing center of a learned public and people who were able to discuss and had the income to do so.

It should be clarified that they were not necessarily the champion of the poor or the middle class. 

They worked to expose the social and political abuses in society, but it was by no measna unified or cohesive unit, but they were uncertain, at best, about the long term affects of this new age of thought.

Influences of the Enlightenment

Isaac Newton and John Locke. 

Study Nature, avoid Metaphysics. Use Reason. Experiments

Patterns of rationality could be revealed in nature. If nature could be rational, why not the society of mankind, and its structure; could it not be natural as well? Orderly? Rational?

Locke, and the essay Concerning Human Understanding; Locke and the Two Treatises on Government

Personality is the product of sensations, the Tabula Rasa is the determinant of the human being. Experience is a rational process, and our growth will reflect that.. Human nature is changeable and we can be molded based on our societal surroundings, unlike the beliefs of Thomas Hobbes. There could be an improvement of the Human Condition.

Why Britain and its Society of Toleration?

· 1688 sets the tone. 

· Religious toleration

· Free press.

· Free Speech

· Monarchical Authority was limited.

· Army was small.

· Economically successful and permissive

What of France?

Certainly it was France that was in most need of reform.

· Absolute Monarchy

· Unfair taxation

· Religious persecution of Protestants

· Restriction of the Press

· Critics were subjected to arrest

Many economic regulations

Yet, it was just this manner of oppression that seemed to garner the necessity for a climate of reform, and criticism, and Voltaire would be the one to lead the charge.

The Emergence of Print Culture

Not just newspapers, but also prose became vehicles for the dissemination of Ideas in France and other areas.

It would also be come a decidedly more secular pursuit as the century changes and progressed.

The aristocratic lass became increasingly involved with ideas, it became an expectation, of sorts. Coffee houses and salons became and impressive centers of learning as had the university classroom before it. 

Writers could actually earn a living at their craft, also due to the expanding availability of income from economic growth in all sectors of society.

Yet, not all authors would experience the success that those had on the upper echelons of society. And, taken in toto, there came a growing force of something called public opinion, which never really had a forum or an existence before. Discussion and circulation helped to change the cultural and political climate of Europe.

Governments could no longer afford to operate in secret. It hearkened back to the days of Rome and Greece when the affairs of state would have to be discussed in the forum, literally. Gone were the days that machinations of government could take place behind closed doors, but we were still a long way from a democratic society.

The Encyclopedia.

Gathering of the collective knowledge of Humanity, particularly those of science and of mechanization in one place. This was the ultimate secularization of learning, and it looked to antiquity rather to the centuries of Christian ideology. 

Hence, the welfare of mankind lay not in the pleasing God but rather in improving mankind through the utilization of Reason.

The Enlightenment and Religion.

Here is a critical thing.

Churches had historically hindered the pursuit of a rational life, and the use for reason to examine (and science) nature and mankind.  Since we were born with original sin, there seemed little possibility of the improvement of Human nature while on this earth. A key issue was the Calvinist idea that predestination would prohibit the possibility that virtuous actions would affect our fate, or our soul. 

Churches were intolerant, they were bigoted and fomented conflict on a grand scale, e2mblematic of Voltaire’s excoriation of the Thirty years War in Europe.

Hence, the philosophes were challenging not only the churches doctrines, but the physical aspect of the church itself. They were large landowners, and had still tremendous political influence. 

Clergy were tax exempt, and many were relatives to the aristocracy and in many cases, monarchs. Landowners were often empowered to appoint clergyman, and c;laerics were often very politically active.

So you had an institution that was quite politically active, yet, should they have been free from the same scrutiny that other segments were?

Deism

A search for a religion without the fanaticism and intolerance exhibited by the organized religions, t4hey sough a church that would substitute the authority of Human Reason to that of the authority of Churches.

Nature was rations, why could not God be rational as well. This is what deism was.

Religion was rational and natural, not supernatural and mystical, or a phenomenon.

Two primary facets of the Deists creed:

1. Nature’s very existence was the proof of the existence of God. And, since that God was evidence of reason, a rational morality must be favor3ed by this God.

There was also a belief in a life after death where punishments or rewards were meted out in proportion to what you have done in life.

Toleration.

Religious toleration was primary to the core of the philosophes.

The case of Jean Calas is evident of the intolerance of the Roman Catholic church and the power of Voltaire.

Jewish Thinkers

Key idea was that Anti-Semitic thinking was not part of a broad thinking Enlightenment ideology, but at the same time was as targeted as was Roman Catholicism

It was targeted because of its mysticism, its even more pimitive faith than even Christianity. 

Spinoza.
May have gone too far, in the sense that there grew almost no separation of God and nature, and the danger was that there might be no possibility for divine revelation at all. 

Theologico-Political Treatise.    

Use reason in matters of religion, and this tract pre-dates Enlightenment thought.

Organized Religion actually took believers away from the original scriptures.

His excommunication makes him an early martyr for Enlightenment thought.

He had separated himself from organized Judaism to enter mainstream society.

Enlightened Absolutism.

Key Point: as afar as making the Enlightnement a real applicative movement, most sought ot superimpose Enlightenment Ideas on existing Monrachies: hence the rise of the Absouluts Monarchies.

Philosophes  wrere not opposed, per se, to power, as long as thy could benefit from it economically. Were ther rulers that had, infact, empraced the tenets of Enlightenment thought? Was there a crossover from the 

