Western Civilization

Chapter Nineteen

“The French Revolution”

Discontent with the Old Regime

· The rising expectations towards government created by the Enlightenment, led to criticism directed toward government inefficiency and corruption, and the privileged classes.

· The social stratification model failed to correspond to the realities of wealth and ability in French society.

· The clergy (First Estate) and nobility (Second Estate) representing only two percent of the total population of 24 million.

· Were essentially tax exempt

· The Third Estate made up the rest of the French population & bore the burden of taxation & feudal dues.

Failure of Mercantilism

· The economic environment of the 18th century produced a major challenge to the state-controlled French economy.

· As economic conditions worsened in the 18th century, the French state became poorer, and totally dependent on the poorest and most depressed sections of the economy for support.

· Besides begin heavily taxed, the peasants were also forced to fulfill the feudal dues. A rising middle class also began to assert themselves, desiring political and social power 

· commensurate with the economic power.

Enlightenment Ideals

· The intellectual currents of the 18th century were responsible for creating a climate of opposition based on the political theories of John Locke, Jean Rousseau, Baron Montesquieu, and other philosophes.

· The economic ideas of the French physiocrats and Adam Smith (the Father of Modern Capitalism) also promoted the general reform-minded direction of the century in France.

Financial Mismanagement

· The coming of revolution in France seemed a paradox in a nation that was one of the largest and richest in the world.

· Population was approximately 24 million.

· Paris was considered the crossroads of Enlightenment civilization.

· Dissatisfaction with the way France was administered reached a critical state during the reign of King Louis XVI (1774-1792).

French Debt

· The deepening public debt was of grave concern:

· The colonial wars with England, 1778-1783.

· French participation in the American Revolution.

· Maintaining a large military and naval establishment.

· The extravagant cost of maintaining the court at Versailles.

· Unable to secure loans from leading banking houses in Europe, due to poor credit, France edged closer to bankruptcy.

· Louis XVI’s finance adviser, Jacques Necker, proposed the taxing of the nobility.

Inflation

· Between 1730 and the 1780s, there was an inflationary spiral which increased prices dramatically, while wages failed to adjust accordingly.

· Government expenses also continued to outstrip revenues.

· The French tax system could not produce the amount of taxes needed to save the government from bankruptcy because of the corruption and inefficiency of the system.

· The “Parlements” (courts) controlled by the nobles blocked tax increases as well as new taxes in order to force the king to share power with the Second Estate.

· In 1787, Louis XVI, summoned the Assembly of Notables, to consent to new taxes but they refused.

The Estates General Summoned

· The Estates General had only met twice since its conception in 1302.

· When the French Parlements insisted that any new taxes must be approved by the Estates General, Louis reluctantly ordered it to assemble at Versailles in May, 1789.

· Each Estate was to compile a list of suggestions and complaints called “cahiers” and present them to the king.

· These lists of grievances emphasized the need for reform of government and civil equality.

· When the Estates General finally convened, members of the Third Estate were outraged that the voting method would be by unit and not per capita.

The National Assembly

· After six weeks of deadlock over voting methods, the Third Estate declared itself the true National Assembly of France (June 17).

· They were locked out of their assembly hall by Louis.

· Instead the assembled in an indoor tennis court where they swore an oath never to disband until they had given France a constitution.

· The Tennis court Oath

· The Third Estate had assumed sovereign power on behalf of the nation.

· Members from both the First and Second Estate defected to the National Assembly.

· Louis was forced to recognize the National Assembly.

· At the same time he ordered troops to surround Versailles.

Revolts in Paris

· The “Parisian” revolts began at this point.

· Angry due to food shortages.

· High inflation

· Fear of military repression

· Workers and tradesmen began to search for weapons.

· On July 14, they stormed the ancient fortress of the Bastille in search of weapons.

· The fall of this hated symbol of royal power gave the rebellion its baptism in blood.

· Its fall became the symbol of the French Revolution.

The Great Fear

· Louis recalled his troops from Versailles.

· The spirit of the rebellion spread across the countryside that triggered a wave of rumor and hysteria.

· A feeling of fear and desperation called “The Great Fear” took hold of the people.

· Peasants attacked the manors houses and destroyed feudal records.

· The middle class responded to the violence by forming the National Guard Militia to protect private property.

· Hoping to put an end to the violence, the National Assembly abolished feudalism and declared the equality of all classes.

Declaration of the Rights of Man

· A virtual social revolution had taken place peacefully.

· On Aug. 26th, the National Assembly issued a constitutional blueprint, called the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizens.”

· The declaration guaranteed due process of law and the sovereignty of the people.

· The National Assembly now proceeded to its twin functions of governing France on a day-to-day basis and writing a constitution.

Achievements of the 
National Assembly

· Secularization of Religion

· Church property was confiscated and sold to pay off the national debt.

· The Civil Constitution of the Clergy (1790) created a national church.

· Clergy were elected by the people and paid by the state.

· Governmental Reforms

· The Assembly divided France into 83 districts, governed by their own officials and a new system of law courts.

· Constitutional Changes

· Despite a failed attempt by Louis XVI to escape from France (June 20, 1791), the National Assembly completed what may have been its greatest task.

· France became a constitutional monarchy with a unicameral legislature.

The Legislative Assembly

· While the National Convention had been rather homogeneous, the new government began to reflect the emergence of political factions in the revolution that were competing for power.

· The most important political clubs were republican groups, such as the Jacobins (radical urban) and the Girondists (moderate rural).

· The Sans-culottes (working class extreme radicals) were a separate faction with an economic agenda.

· In the background were the royalists, who wanted to restore the monarchy of Louis XVI.

Opposition Against France

· The focus of political activity during the ten-month life of the Legislative Assembly was the question of war.

· Influenced by French nobles who had fled France in 1789 (Émigrés), the two largest continental powers, Prussia and Austria (First Coalition) issued the Declaration of Pillnitz in Aug. of 1791.

· Declared the restoration of the French monarchy.

· With an ineffective government and unpopular monarch, republican sentiment gained strength along with anti-Austria sentiment.

· Forced the Legislative Assembly to declare war on Austria.

Defeat of the French

· The French revolutionary forces proved no match for the Austrian military.

· Jacobins blamed their defeat on Louis XVI, believing him to be part of a conspiracy with Prussia and Austria.

· Mobs reacted to the threat, made by the invading armies, to destroy Paris (Brunswick Manifesto), if any harm came to the royal family, by seizing power in Paris and imprisoning the king.

· Storming of the Palace of Tuileries

· The Assembly obliged the radicals by suspending the 1791 Constitution, ordering new elections based on universal male suffrage, for the purpose of summoning a national convention to give France a republic form of government.

The National Convention

· Meeting for the first time in September, 1792, the Convention abolished the monarchy and installed republicanism.

· Louis XVI was charged with treason, found guilty, and executed on Jan. 21, 1793.

· Later that same year, the queen, Marie Antoinette would meet the same fate.

· By the spring of 1793, the new republic was in a state of crisis.

· A new enemy was on the horizon.

The Second Coalition

· England and Spain had joined Prussia and Austria in opposing the revolution.

· Food shortages and counter-revolutions in western France threatened the new republic

· A power struggle developed between the Girondists and the Jacobins.

· The Jacobins ousted the Girondists and installed an emergency government to deal with the external and internal problems.

· This emergency government was named the “Committee of Public Safety.”

Maximillian Robespierre

· The leader of the new government was a young lawyer named Maximillian Robespierre.

· The Committee responded to the food shortages and related economic problems be decreeing a planned economy called the “Law of the Maximum.”

· Also allowed France to urge total war against its external enemies.

· Lazare Carnot, known as the, “Organizer of Victory,”reorganized the French military.

· Promoted universal male conscription

· Defined war as a “National Mission.”

The Reign of Terror

· The most notorious event of the French Revolution was the famous “Reign of Terror” which occurred from 1793-94.

· The “Terror” was the government’s campaign against its internal enemies and counter revolutionaries.

· Revolutionary Tribunals were created to hear the cases of accused enemies brought to “justice” under a new Law of Suspects.

· Approximately 40,000 people lost their lives during the Terror.

· Execution by guillotine became a spectator sport.

The “Republic of Virtue”

· A new political culture emerged called the “Republic of Virtue,”

· This was Robespierre’s grand scheme to de-Christianize France and inculcate revolutionary virtues.

· The terror spiraled out of control, consuming leading Jacobin leaders:

· Danton, DesMoulins, and Hebert were executed.

· Eventually, no one felt secure in the shadow of Robespierre’s dictatorship.

· On July 27, 1794 Robespierre was denounced in the Convention, arrested, and executed the next day.

Thermidorian Reaction

· The fall of Robespierre was followed by a dramatic swing to the right called the Thermidorian Reaction (1974).

· Tired of terror and virtue alike, the moderate bourgeoisie politicians regained control of the National Convention.

· Girondists were readmitted and a retreat from the excesses of revolution was begun.

· A new constitution was written in 1795, which set up a republic form of government.

· A bicameral legislature along with an executive branch composed of a 5 man Directory.

The Directory (1795-1799)

· The middle class controlled the new government.

· They wanted peace in order to gain more wealth, and to establish a society in which money and property became the requirements for prestige and power.

· Opposition grew towards the new government.

· In 1795, a royalist rebellion occurred but was put down with the help of Napoleon Bonaparte.

· The Sans-culottes repeatedly attacked the policies of the new government.

· Failed do to a lack of strong leadership

Wars of the Directory

· The Directory was able to maintain its authority due to military successes.

· French armies annexed the Austrian Netherlands, the left bank of the Rhine, Nice and Savoy.

· The greatest military victories were won by Napoleon Bonaparte, who drove the Austrians out of north Italy and forced them to sign the Treaty of Campo Formio in 1797.

· Napoleon gained the support due to this victory to conquer Egypt and to threaten English interests in the East.

End of the Directory

· The Directory managed to hang onto power until 1799.

· A steady loss of support continued in the face of a government that was bankrupt, filled with corruption, and unwilling to halt an inflationary spiral that was devastated the impoverished French peasantry.

· Led by the famous revolutionary, Abbe Sieyes, Napoleon Bonaparte was invited to join the conspirators, which he did upon his return from Egypt.

· On Nov, 9, 1799 a coup d’ etat occurred, that ousted the Directory and established  the Consulate Era.

Results of the Revolution

· The first ten years of the revolution in France destroyed the old social system, replaced it with a new one based on equality, ability and the law.

· This revolution guaranteed the triumph of capitalist society and also gave birth to secular democracy.

· The French Revolution also laid the foundations for the establishment of the modern nation-state.

· The Revolution also gave the great mass of the human race what it had never had before except from religion; Hope.

Neoclassical Painting of the French Revolution

· Much of the French Revolution was captured by various French artists of the day.

· One of the most famous of these artists was Jacques-Louis David.

· Two other famous painters of the time were:

· Jean Baptiste Greuze

· Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres 

Further Notes on the French Revolution

Economic of the French revolution: The national Assembly 

Suppressed Guilds: Privileges of the past regime

Chaplier Law: Forbidding workers unions: Why? It does not speak of a cooperative system, the free exercise of industry. And they felt that these meetings were seditious!

Attacks on the catholic church:


Confiscation of Church Lands- bad idea


Assignats: government bonds guaranteed on the confiscated church lands


Civil Constitution of the clergy. This turned out to be a grave mistake for the revolutionaries. Why?

It makes the Roman catholic church an effective branch of the National Assembly.



Neither the pope nor the French clergy were to be consulted.

Why was it such a grave mistake for the National Assembly?


It created embittered relations between the church and the state


It alienated the peasantry, who were strangely still allied with the clergy

Further, as the assembly pushed the Civil Constitution further, they demanded an oath of sorts from the clergy.


Those who did not subscribe to this oath, were considered refractory clergy.

This will further embattle the revolutionary govt with the Pope, the king, and other monarchs who support Catholicism

Counterrevolutionary activity. Who opposes this revolution, and why?

The nobility, the émigrés, where leaving France in droves, fearing for their very existence.

And, once out of France, they would lead counterrevolutionary activity.

Flight to Varennes: Louis XVI flees, and is captured, but even the Assembly is reticent to call it as it is, they announce that the King had been abducted. This shows that, even at this late date (1791) there was still a hope that a constitutional monarchy was to be in place.

Declaration of Pillnitz: Austria and Prussia, under pressure from Marie Antoinette, and some émigrés, declare that they would intervene if other monarchs would do the same.

It comes to nothing, but does show the unpopularity of the Revolutionary government.

The Revolutionaries will read it as a declaration of war on the new movement. 

By Sept, 1791, the National Assembly draws to  close, and will morph into the legislative assembly.

Oct, 1791, the Legislative assembly meets, to put this government into place.

All administrative and religious facets of the government had been put under the new government.

Who is displeased?

Nobility and aristocrats. Many are plotting against this government.

Peasants are also displeased because of the treatment of the clergy and the lack of economic stability.

Urban workers felt that the revolution had not gone far enough. (Sans-cullotes)

Radical members of the assembly believed that the revolution had to go further.

Major foreign powers saw it as a threat to the stability of monarchies all over Europe.

Here we see a second series of revolutionary acts.

End of the Monarchy.

Factionalism in the new government.

The Jacobins: seek a republic rather than a const. Monarchy. They are the embodiment of the Enlightenment thinkers, the truest of the bunch.

Girondists: They are Jacobins also, but are a more moderate breed. They oppose counterrevolutionary forces, particularly the Jacobins. 

And, it was the Girondists that lead the Legislative assembly in declaring war on Austria. By having a common enemy, they felt that it would galvanize the revolution domestically. And, ironically, the monarchy wanted war, because they thought it would strengthen the Executive power of the King!

The effect is that this effectively ends the Constitutional monarchy and begins the Republic phase of the revolution.

Women and arms, challenge traditional role of involvement in warfare.

Brunswick  declares that he will destroy Paris…if…

Formation of the Paris Commune.

Aug. 1792, Royal Family is imprisoned…

The Convention and the Role of the Sans Culottes.

September Massacres. 

The Convention replaces the Legislative Assembly.

Battle of Valmy – As democracy is victorious at home, so to are French forces at large.

The Convention is declared, and the Convention is declared.

Goal of the Sans-Culottes

Factory workers, shopkeepers, artisans, wage earners, factory workers.

They had been ignores by both the Old Regime, and the National Constituent Assembly.

They wanted relief from food shortages and rising prices. They resented most forms of social inequality. Abolition of  Property. 

Anti-monarchical, strongly republican, and believed that people should make decisions of government to as great an extent as possible.

Policies of the Jacobins.

Jacobins did hate the aristocracy and hereditary privilege, but not to the extent that the had a general suspicion of wealth. Jacobins wanted a n unregulated economy, not protection from inflation like the sans culottes.

Execution of Louis XVI

Girondists look to spare Louis XVI

