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Notes

Where did we leave off from Chapter 19?

Thermidorian Reaction

The fall of Robespierre was followed by a dramatic swing to the right called the Thermidorian Reaction (1974).

Tired of terror and virtue alike, the moderate bourgeoisie politicians regained control of the National Convention. Girondists were readmitted and a retreat from the excesses of revolution was begun.

A new constitution was written in 1795, which set up a republic form of government.

A bicameral legislature along with an executive branch composed of a 5 man Directory.

The Directory (1795-1799)

The middle class controlled the new government. They wanted peace in order to gain more wealth, and to establish a society in which money and property became the requirements for prestige and power.

Opposition grew towards the new government.

In 1795, a royalist rebellion occurred but was put down with the help of Napoleon Bonaparte. The Sans-culottes repeatedly attacked the policies of the new government.

Failed due to a lack of strong leadership

Wars of the Directory

The Directory was able to maintain its authority due to military successes.

French armies annexed the Austrian Netherlands, the left bank of the Rhine, Nice and Savoy. The greatest military victories were won by Napoleon Bonaparte, who drove the Austrians out of north Italy and forced them to sign the Treaty of Campo Formio in 1797.

Napoleon gained the support due to this victory to conquer Egypt and to threaten English interests in the East.

End of the Directory

The Directory managed to hang onto power until 1799.

A steady loss of support continued in the face of a government that was bankrupt, filled with corruption, and unwilling to halt an inflationary spiral that was devastated the impoverished French peasantry. 

Led by the famous revolutionary, Abbe Sieyes, Napoleon Bonaparte was invited to join the conspirators, which he did upon his return from Egypt.

On Nov, 9, 1799 a coup d’ etat occurred, that ousted the Directory and established  the 

Consulate Era.

Results of the Revolution

The first ten years of the revolution in France destroyed the old social system, replaced it with a new one based on equality, ability and the law.

This revolution guaranteed the triumph of capitalist society and also gave birth to secular democracy. The French Revolution also laid the foundations for the establishment of the modern nation-state.
The Revolution also gave the great mass of the human race what it had never had before except from religion; Hope.
The National Directory was formed, and it represented a return to moderate if not conservative rule in France

There was no monarchy, but government was skewed in the direction of the wealthy

Dangers to the directory came from the royalists who sought a return to the Bourbon Monarchy. Catholics were a support base a s well form them. By spring of 1797, the directory had become peopled with constitutional monarchists.

The Directory was saved, yet again, in 1797 when anti-monarchists staged a coup and saved the republic. Napoleon was the savior of the republic, and this would be a precursor to his own coup just two years later.

Western Civilization II

Chapter Twenty

“The Age of Napoleon”

Early Life and Rise to Power

· Born (1769) on Corsica to a family that were minor and impoverished aristocrats.

· Napoleon emphasized and delighted in his non-aristocratic ways such as losing his temper, cheating at cards, ignoring social politeness.

· His commonness endeared him to the poor and the emerging middle class.

· He represented the “little corporal” who made it to the top on his own.

· Capabilities

· Schooled in France through early school and then at the military academy in Paris.

· Primary interests in school were history, law, and mathematics.

· He was typical of the Enlightenment -- creative, imaginative, and ready to perceive things in a different and non-traditional light.

· Strengths as a leader

· Able to conceive plans that were very complex (combinations of military, financial, and legal) and then master the details.

· Capacity to inspire others, even those initially opposed to him.

· His belief in himself as the savior of France.

· The wars at the time of the French Revolution (1792-1799)

· Napoleon joined the French artillery as a lieutenant in 1785 (at age 16)

· Joined the Jacobins early in the revolution

· Rose rapidly in the military (becoming a captain at 23) During the period when France was at war with the combined forces of First Coalition.

· Appointed to be the commander of the forces at Toulon to suppress a rebellion against the Jacobin government

· The rebels were aided by several British ships

· Napoleon used his artillery to push back the British ships

· Allowed the French army to put down the rebellion.

· Napoleon was named brigadier general (at 24)

· In 1795 (during the period when the Directory was about to be installed to lead the country), Napoleon was in Paris

· A riot instigated by royalists broke out in an attempt to stop the moderate government (Directory) from being put in place.

· The mob attacked the Tuileries Palace 

· The commander of the palace army (General Barras) had seen Napoleon in action at Toulon and sent for him to help defend the Tuileries and stop the riot 

· Napoleon loaded his cannon with grapeshot and fired directly into the mob (killing hundreds)

· Napoleon was promoted to major general

· Barras was named to the Directory

· Napoleon married Josephine de Beauharnais in 1796

· She was a beautiful woman of French descent from Martinique.

· She was 6 years older than Napoleon and had two children from a previous marriage (her first husband was killed in the Reign of Terror)

· She was a leader of Paris Society.

· Napoleon’s Rise to Power

· Named commander of a small, ill-equipped army in Italy (Savoy) where the French were fighting the Austrians (1796)

· Battle of Lodi

· The Directory only wanted him to tie up the Austrian army in the region and protect the south of France.

· Napoleon defeated that army and three others sent by the Austrians to stop him as he advanced across northern Italy toward Austria (crossing the Alps and threatening Vienna)

· The Austrians were force to seek peace in 1797, thus ending the First Coalition.

· Napoleon returned to Paris a hero.

· Military Strategy

· Start a battle with as few troops as possible, holding back a large reserve 

· When the battle had commenced and the tactics of the opponent were clear, send the reserves against the weakest point in the enemy’s line.

· Napoleon had an uncanny ability to recognize the best time to attack

· Egypt Invaded (1798-1799)

· Originally the Directory asked Napoleon to invade England but he suggested instead, an invasion of Egypt to disrupt England's trade in the Middle East and the Orient.

· He defeated the Mamelukes, Egypt’s military rulers.

· Battle of the Pyramids / Battle of the Nile

· The French fleet was defeated by Admiral Nelson at Abu Qir (near Alexandria), thus stranding the French army.

· Turkey then formed an alliance with Britain and Russia and declared war on France.

· Napoleon invaded Turkish Syria and won several battles but was forced to return to Egypt when he heard that the Turkish army was about to invade Egypt.

· Napoleon defeated the Turks at Abu Qir

· Napoleon learned that the coalition of Austria, Britain, and Russia (The Second Coalition) had been reformed and that their combined army had defeated the French in Italy so he left Egypt and sailed to France.

· The French army was eventually defeated in Egypt but not until after Napoleon had left, thus allowing Napoleon to remain victorious.

The Constitution of the year VIII (Year I was 1792)

Ironically that Abbe Sieyes wanted a new cont.; govt. based on support from below and power from above. To so this, there had to be another coup and Napoleon was to lead it. Little did Sieyes know that even as a director, he would be next.

By November 10, 1799, another coup was lead and the directory was now firmly in the hands of the Director, Napoleon. Dec 1799, the Const. Of year VIII was issued, and it established one-man one rule for France, and that man was Napoleon. He will be come the first real modern political figure that will use revolutionary rhetoric as well as nationalist language backed by a strong military force to be the source of his imperial expansion. Once this consulate was established, it really closed the book on the revolution of France.

· First Consul

· Some members of the Directory wanted to have a stronger government since they realized that the present Directory had been conceptually weak.

· One of these leaders seeking a stronger government was Abbe Sieyes, an original leader of the Revolution

· When asked about his desire for a strong leader, the Abbe stated “Confidence from below, authority from above.”

· This statement and the ensuing events marked the end of the revolutionary period in France.

· A coup d’etat was staged in which the Legislative Assembly was dismissed at gun point and Napoleon was named First Consul.

· A new constitution was written and supported by a plebiscite.

· The new government was ratified in Dec. of 1799 (Napoleon was 30)

The Consulate of 1799-1804)  

What had been accomplished by the formation of the Consulate?  What had the revolution done?

· Hereditary privilege had been abolished.

· Careers were to be determined by talent.

· Hence the middle class could, hypothetically be open to power and wealt4hy.

· Peasants had gained a measure of freedom form feudal dues and constraints.

· And, the established order seemed reluctant to share their wealth with the lower classes.

· This was to be an egalitarian society.

· Because of Napoleon’s successes, he was elected overwhelmingly be plebiscite, and the cont’ of 1799 was approved.

Military Victories. He immediately makes peace wit France’s enemies.

By the time of the Treaty of Amiens in 1802, he had brought “Peace to Europe”

· Conclusion of the war against the Second Coalition (Austria, Britain , and Russia)

· Napoleon marched across the Alps and defeated the Austrian army in Italy, forcing them to surrender and reaffirm their earlier treaty.

· The Russians withdrew from the coalition in 1799

· Napoleon requested peace from Britain and the war-weary British accepted (without any other allies as a consequence)

Domestic Policy as First Consul

Napoleon wisely embraces all facets of revolutionary society in the new government, asking only that officials be loyal to him. 

· Yet, he would be brutal to those that opposed him. 

· His govt. was highly centralized and all had to report to him.

· He was also not afraid to invent situations that would work in his behalf, whether they be bomb plots” or not.

Concordat of Napoleon.

How to manage the resurgence of Catholicism in France since the Thermidorian Reaction? Either you oppose it, embrace it, or choose a middle path. Napoleon does the latter.

He wanted an orderly society, and the Church had to be a part of it, yet, he sought to secularize the power of the church, and the Concordat does this. What were its provisions?

· Both Refractory Clergy, and those who had accepted the revolution, had to resign. Clearly, he was cleaning house here.

· Also, those replacements would be spiritually invested by Rome, but their actual appointments would be done by France. They would be paid a salary, and the church had to give up its claim on any confiscated property.

· And, though Catholicism was declared the majority religion of France, it was not a clear statement of it as the national religion.

· The clergy had to swear an oath of loyalty to the state.

The Napoleonic Code.

· Revised the French legal system and installed the Code of Napoleon (1804)

· The Code reaffirmed the right of all adult males to vote 

· The Code reaffirmed the sanctity of private property

· The Code is still the basis of the French legal system today

· The state of women, who were very active in the revolution, was made more restrictive

· Privileges of the Ancien regime were abolished

· Freedom of the press was curtailed

· Establishment of the National Bank of France

· Regulated the money to avoid the inflationary problems of the past.

· Privately owned so that businessmen were not alarmed that the government was imposing more authority on them

· Education System

· Established high schools (lycees) in every town

· Established a teacher training school in Paris

· Centralizing State Authority

· Accepting the existing French bureaucracy

· Appointed local leaders who remained loyal throughout his reign

· Granted amnesty to French expatriates if they would take a loyalty oath to France, many becoming important government functionaries

· Created a new class of nobility to reward his generals and other favorites

· Relations with the Church

· Negotiated an agreement (concordat) with the Pope that allowed for total freedom of worship for the country’s Catholics (Concordat of 1801).

· Napoleon exerted great influence over the Church

· Support of Science

· Gave annual awards for significant improvements in science

· Fostered an atmosphere conducive to science

· “The truest conquests, the only ones that give rise to no regrets are those gained over ignorance.” - Napoleon

· “The most honorable as well as the most useful activity of nations is to contribute to the advancement of human knowledge.” - Napoleon

· “The real strength of the French Republic should henceforth lie in its determination to posses every new idea, without a single exception.” - Napoleon

· Great scientists in France during his period included: Lagrange, Laplace, Berthelot, Coulomb, and Cuvier

Emperor Napoleon

· In 1802, a new plebiscite named Napoleon as consul for life.

· In 1804, another plebiscite made Napoleon their emperor.

· The actual crowing occurred in the cathedral of Notre Dame

· The Pope was to place the crown on his head, but Napoleon took the crown out of the Pope’s hands and placed it on his own head and then he placed a crown on the head of Josephine.

The Napoleonic Empire

Where he went, so to do the forces of Nationalism. His army was massive because of the nationalism of the French army, of that of the peoples that he had unified against his forces, unwittingly. 

His army was so vast that Europe would never experience the same type of warfare again.

The loyalty he engendered among his troops and his people meant that he could conscript forces unseen since the time of the Roman Empire.

Conquering that Empire.

· Amines. 1802 – sealed the peace with Britain. But, because of his unbridled ambition, this peace was not to last.

· Suppressing the Haitian revolt put the British on the defensive, concerned for their possession in the Caribbean.

· His inroads in to central Europe, specifically the Treaty of Campo Formio also worried the British as well…He made a series of smaller German States in the west dependent on him…affecting the balance of power in Europe. 

This cause the British to take the diplomatic offensive, and they began to construct a third coalition against Napoleon, including both the Russians and the Austrians.

Key-Trafalgar in 1805. Ends Napoleon’s hopes for supremacy on the high seas, And his hopes of invading Britain.

· Napoleon attempted to increase the French presence in the Americas

· In 1800 Spain (which was a French ally) ceded the Louisiana Territory back to France.

· He sent an army to take over the Territory but the army was decimated in Haiti where they stopped on the way (killed by a local revolt and disease)

· Frustrated, Napoleon abandoned plans for further expansion in America

· When Great Britain threatened war in 1803, Napoleon needed money and he sold Louisiana to the United States (President Jefferson)

· Territorial Expansion and War

· France still occupied much of northern Italy and so Napoleon declared himself to be king of Italy

· Napoleon brought Belgium directly into France and exerted dominance over Holland which had been defeated in the war against the First Coalition

· Napoleon prepared to invade Great Britain but as he brought his fleet from the Mediterranean around the tip of Spain, the fleet was beset by many problems and then was destroyed by Lord Nelson at Trafalgar. Hence England could not be invaded (1805)

· Great Britain formed a Third Coalition with Austria, Russia and Sweden to try and contain Napoleon

· Napoleon invaded Austria and defeated the Austrian and Russian armies at Austerlitz (described in great detail in Tolstoy’s War and Peace, 1805)

· Austria accepted large territorial losses

· Russia pulled back into Russia

· The Third Coalition collapsed

· Napoleon gained some German territories as a consequence of the victory over Austria and he organized a league of German states (called the Confederation of the Rhine) and named himself as their protector. Will be key later in Bismarck’s unification of Germany

This also signal’s an End to the Holy Roman Empire.

Battle of Jena marks a successful campaign against the Prussian, and he includes them in a boycott of British goods, later to be expanded in his so-called Continental system.

Treaty of Tilsit.

Napoleon and the Russian Tsar, Alexander I meet in the middle of the Niemen River, and Alexander signs the Treaty of Tilsit. It…

Seriously reduces the size of Prussia, saved ironically by Alexander, considering the pounding the Russian would take at the hands of the Germans a century later.

Both would become allies of Napoleon against the British. The Continental System would be a double-edged sword for Napoleon

· Napoleon attacked Prussia (which was joined by Russia) and defeated them, forcing a redistribution of Prussian land, a retreat of Russia, and a promise by Russia that it would honor and assist France in maintaining a boycott of English goods and trade in Europe (the Continental System) since France was still at war with Britain

· Napoleon imposed his brother (Joseph) as the king of Spain but a revolt in Spain occupied much time with the Spanish rebels fighting from the hills in hit and run raids (guerrilla warfare) (1808)

· Napoleon had no children by Josephine and they divorced in 1809 and he married Marie Louise, daughter of the Austrian emperor

· They had a son, Napoleon II

· The baby was named king of Italy

· Napoleon’s blockage of English goods was a failure and the counter-blockade by the English against French goods was causing some problems in France

· Napoleon decided to force Russia (Czar Alexander I) to more strongly enforce the blockade

· Napoleon invaded Russia in 1812

· Napoleon won several battles and pushed to Moscow which the Russians abandoned and burned

· Napoleon stayed several months in the burned out city hoping the Czar would negotiate a truce but when that failed to occur, Napoleon decided to return to France.

· On the return (in the winter) the Russians fought a series of skirmishes and decimated the French army

· The great battle for Moscow is commemorated in the 1812 Overture by Tchaikovsky

· The defeat against Russia led to the formation of the Fourth Coalition (Britain, Prussia, and Austria)

· The coalition attacked the weakened French and won decisive victories.

· These victories encouraged rebellion all over the occupied territories of Europe.

· Napoleon was forced to abdicate the throne in 1814.

· Napoleon was sent to the Mediterranean island of Elba as the ruler of his own tiny state.

· The coalition reinstated the Bourbon dynasty and Louis XVIII (brother of Louis XVI who was a sick old man) was crowned as a constitutional monarch

· Napoleon’s Return from Elba

· Napoleon escaped from Elba in 1815

· Napoleon rallied troops as he entered France and marched toward Paris

· King Louis fled France

· Napoleon ruled for a short period (known as the Hundred Days)

· He was crushed by the coalition at the Battle of Waterloo (1815)

· Beethoven, originally a supporter of Napoleon became disillusioned and wrote a piece (Wellington’s Victory) in honor of Wellington, the British general at Waterloo

· Beethoven had originally honored Napoleon with his Third Symphony (Eroica) then rededicated it to “the memory of a once great man.”

· Napoleon was sent to an Atlantic island St. Helena where he was kept under tight security by British jailers.

· Napoleon died (probably from stomach cancer) on St. Helena (1821) and was buried there.

· In 1840 the British and French governments cooperated in removing Napoleon’s remains to Paris where he is now laid to rest (in the church at the Invalides)

The Congress of Vienna

· The restructuring of Europe after Napoleon

· Conference held in Vienna

· Six heads of state attended (czar of Russia, emperor of Austria, kings of Prussia, Denmark, Bavaria, and Wurttemberg)

· Great Britain was represented by Lord Castlereagh and by Wellington (winning general)

· Major forces at the conference

· Alexander I of Russia was very powerful and most allowed him to lead.  Interested in taking control of Poland (as a buffer to aggression from the West)

· Powerful ministers

· Metternich --- Austria

· Talleyrand --- France

· Guiding Principles

· Legitimacy (who has the right to rule)

· Louis XVIII restored to the throne of France again

· Spain restored to Bourbon rule.

· Holland restored to House of Orange

· Restore boundaries to pre 1789 positions

· Hedge in France using lands previously owned by the French

· Belgium created on the north

· Germany federation created on the east

· Parts of northern Italy ceded to Austria

