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Overview of Age:
· After the dust settled from the French Revolution the Congress of Vienna wanted to keep peace and make sure that no such event would ever occur again.   The result of this was a number of repressive conservative governments throughout Europe.  In the mid 1830’s, more than 20 years after the Revolution, this new conservative order was threatened by the rise of liberalism and nationalism.  Nationalists began to oppose the leadership of one ethnicity over another.  Liberals called for reforms in all facets of society of which was a very dangerous desire.  Despite the harsh efforts by Conservative rulers to maintain the old Status Quo, many uprisings occurred.  Few were successful but many definitely left a mark on their nation.  New nations composed of people of the same culture and race were fighting for independence now as well as recognition as a united nation under one ethnicity.  Countries including Austria, Russia, Britain and even France were phased by these challenges.  Romanticism was also on the rise and largely influenced different people by encouraging them to get in touch with their culture as well as stress individualism.  Nationalism and liberalism would remain key in the formation of the modern European state.
Five Big Points:

· Examine the emergence of Nationalism and its effects on Europe
· Show how Liberalism began to rise during the same time as nationalism and explain how the motives of liberals was against that of Conservatives {Status Quo}

· Explain the causes and actions of nationalists and liberals in the rebellions and revolutions that occurred

· Assess to what extent did the conservatives in government try to repress these movements

· How were the governments in Europe affected by the challenges of liberalism & nationalism and what were the results? {Successful or Unsuccessful}

Hit List and ID’s:

· Nationalism – love for one’s country and following the concept that a nation is made up of people who are joined together by the bonds of a common language customs, culture, and history
· Nationhood – eliminating petty dynastic states that governed other regions.  Essentially place a country under the leadership of a person of the same ethnicity.

· Liberal – supporting anything that challenged political, social, or religious values

· Benjamin Constant – French liberalist who expressed that the poor aren’t less enlightened than anyone else.

· Metternich – Austrian Prince who was conservative

· Castlereagh – He was the architect of the Vienna Settlement as well as conservative

· Louis 18th – When the Bourbons were restored to France he ruled as a constitutional monarch under a constitution he created

· The Charter – Louis created this constitution of which guaranteed most of the rights from Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, and promised not to challenge property rights of those who got land from aristocrats and the church.  This was done to please those who benefited from the Revolution.

· Concert of Europe – A new arrangement for resolving mutual foreign policy issues.  Its goal was to maintain the balance of power against new French aggression and the military might of Russia.

· Congress System – a meeting between powers of which allowed for mutual cooperation as well as consultation between those of a more conservative or radical standing
· Ferdinand 7th of Spain – The Bourbon monarch who gained the throne of Spain and promised to rule under a constitution. When he began to govern, he neglected this promise and even dissolved Parliament.

· Protocol of Troppal – the Holy Alliance, of which were made up of the four great powers from the Congress of Vienna, issued this policy that asserted the right of stable governments to intervene in countries that were experiencing Revolution

· George Canning – became foreign minister in Britain and was less sympathetic to Metternich’s former goals.  He wanted to make sure that problems in Europe would not affect the Latin American colonies.

· Treaty of London – signed in 1827, it demanded Turkish acknowledgement of Greek independence

· Second Treaty of London – signed on 1830 allowed Greece to become an independent kingdom

· Otto 1st – became first king of the new Greek royal dynasty in 1832

· Toussaint L’Ouverture and Jean Jacques Dessalines – led the slave revolt in Haiti that helped Haitians gain independence.
· Augustine de Iturbide – declared Mexico independent of Spain in 1812
· Tsar Alexander 1st – took the Russian throne and turned away from reform.  He suppressed liberalism and nationalism foreign wise as well as domestically
Key Events/Revolutions or Rebellions:

· German liberals wanted a united German state through either Prussia or Austria
· Under the reign of Louis the 18th, Roman Catholicism was mad the official religion of France though there was still religious toleration.

· July 1819 – After student opposition and protest in Germany, the government issued the Carlsbad decrees that censored suppressed and dissolved all those that expressed liberal views against the leadership or government

· 1819 – The Peterloo Massacre. In Great Britain, a mass meeting occurred to address discontent towards its conditions but troops interrupted and panic and fear resulted.  Many were injured and similar to the Carlsbad Decrees of Germany, Great Britain introduced the Six Acts that suppressed any opposition in society 

· 1816 – Elections in France caused an ultra royalist majority that the king dissolved and it was replaced, that year after a second election, by moderates.  The king began to appear more friendly with the liberals

· February 1820 – the duke of Berri was murdered and ultra royalists convinced Louis, of France, that it was because of his cooperation with liberals that the murder occurred.  Thereafter the king grew repressive.

· 1820-1821 – Press censorship was imposed in France, (<<against liberalism) suspicious citizens were arrested and the government put education under the control of Catholic bishops. (<<Conservative Status Quo)

· 1820 - When Spanish king Ferdinand didn’t govern under a constitution, the Spanish colonies in Latin America rebelled and in March he was forced to comply

· 1821 - Greek Revolution.  Greeks rebelled against Ottoman rule because of their nationalistic aspirations to be free from Turkish rule.

· 1819-1824 – Serbia as well as Latin American colonies also gained independence from the Ottomans and Spanish respectively.

· Early 1800’s – Russians formed two secret societies because they weren’t able to express themselves freely.

· Nov. 1825 – Tsar Alexander of Russia died and he had no direct heir.  Troops were also rallying troops in order to get reform to occur

· Dec 26th, 1825 – the army of Russia took an oath of allegiance to Nicholas but the regiments in Moscow refused and the Decembrist Revolt resulted.  The troops weren’t that successful and after this Nicholas censored literature and imposed secret police.   
· 1830 – July Revolution.  Charles the 10th was king in France and liberals had won the elections of that year.  Charles tried to implement his four ordinances of which included censorship and the liberals refused it.  The revolution erupted and Charles abdicated and a constitutional monarchy was formed under Louis Philippe
· 1830 – Belgium gains recognition and independence

· 1832 – The Great Reform Bill in Britain.  It set up political, social, and economic reform of which had never been seen.

Issues and Roots of all Opposition

· Nationalists believed that political and ethnic boundaries should coincide.  They were against multinational states such as Austria and Russia and objected people of the same ethnic group who didn’t have an ethnic nation.  The international order of the Vienna settlement was challenged by the nationalists.  Many felt that the qualities of peoples rather than rulers determined a national character.  Nationalists in Germany, Greece, Latin America and every other area that experienced revolution were willing to fight in order to establish a state of their own.  Liberalism was not a separate situation during the early 19th century and it was occurring adjacent to nationalism.  Liberals wanted legal equality, religious toleration, and freedom of the press.  Many were excluded from politics because of their beliefs which caused much discontent.  Over time the views of liberals grew more radical and they became more of a threat to oppressive monarchs.  Similar to the nationalists, they would not back down in their fight to gain more rights.

Thematic Essays:

Theme Essay 1:


Describe the ways in which the Vienna settlement sparked the outbreak of nationalism and liberalism.  Explain why only few of the Revolutions were successful.

Theme Essay 2:


To what extent did the Great Reform Bill in Britain prove to be a “revolutionary” response to these challenges? 

Essay #1:

The Congress of Vienna was organized in order to restore peace and order to a nation destroyed by an unexpected Revolution.  The powers at the Congress wanted to prevent such an event from occurring ever again.  The idea was that by using conservative reforms, this goal would be accomplished.  The powers wanted the French Revolution to be the last destructive movement to occur in Europe but by suppressing the matter they in turn caused a rise in two of the greatest challenges of the 19th century.  New political boundaries, fear of another disastrous uprising and discontent from the lack of political participation caused the rise of the nationalism and liberalism.
· New political boundaries placed groups of different ethnicities under one nation.  Those groups weren’t satisfied and called for their own states.  Nationalism was the foundation for their discontent because they felt that people of the same culture, race and history should be united under a common state.  The powers at the Congress feared this idea and rather than being tolerant, they put more oppressive reforms on citizens, making the matter worst.

· France, Great Britain and all of the other powers at the Congress of Vienna feared that another Revolution would bring a challenge to their own power and leadership.  They were willing to do anything in order to maintain Status Quo.  Conservatives began to censor the press and public meetings were abolished in order for the ideas of those discontented to be suppressed.  By doing so, liberals grew angrier and realized that they were unjustly having their rights taken away.  As their anger rose, they were continuously shunned and rather than the discontent being quieted, the number of liberals grew.

· Nationalists and liberalists were no longer able to participate in government politics.  Monarchs were afraid that if the new challengers were able to spread their ideas, they would bring an end to absolute rule.  In Europe, many rulers were power hungry and would rather protect their own positions than address the desires of the public.  Citizens didn’t see this as a good thing and in fact, they questioned if the monarch was in their favor.  More nationalist called for new nations outside of the monarchy’s control and liberals wanted reforms in society and political participation.  Things were not getting better in Europe but in fact, they were getting worst.
The rise of nationalism and liberalism was not a sudden matter.  Its foundations can be seen further back in European history.  The beliefs of followers to this change were strong and unmoving and because of this they gained more followers.  Since monarchies dealt with the matter in the wrong way and rather than embracing the nationalists and liberalist, shunned them away, the opposition began to rise.  Political boundaries also played a role in the new call for reform.  Nationalism and liberalism in a way had its birth after the French Revolution but its challenges have made such an impact that they still haven’t died.

Essay #2:

The Great Reform Bill in Great Britain can be considered a revolutionary response to nationalism and liberalism.  The term revolutionary fits the bill because its agreements and reforms had never been seen before.  Nationalism and liberalism were the opponents of governments during the 19th century and rather that shunning its members away, Great Britain address and somewhat appeased them.  This was drastically different from the measures other monarchs and countries had taken against the opposition because in other countries they suppressed, arrested, and hushed all those against their style of government.  But Great Britain was different and it would be this difference that would shape Great Britain into the most powerful European country in the late 19th early 20th century.
· The Great Reform Bill became law in 1832.  Britain was prospering economically and was able to allow these laws to be passed.  Politically, they were still conservative but some were sympathetic to new opponents.  They decided to embrace new reforms in order to accommodate those that were a threat to the government.

· The Catholic Emancipation Act was also revolutionary but was not necessarily in the favor of reformers.  It allowed Catholic members to be part of the Parliament.  It did support liberalism though because it was done in order to keep order in Ireland of which Britain feared the most.  Conservatives would do anything to please them.   

· When the British feared Irish rebellion for emancipation, they allowed a union between Ireland and England rather than just crushing Irishmen.  The size of the English electorate was expanded and the more people were able to have a voice in the House of Commons.  Voting was also expanded.  The bill opened the way for reforms to be made within the church, politics, and government.  Great Britain kept some of its traditional institutions of government but allowed a more diverse order of people to participate.
By putting such policies in place Great Britain was making a name for itself.  Revolutionary does not necessarily have to refer to dangerous opposition but can be identified in this case as against anything that other nations had traditionally done.  By doing so Great Britain established itself as a different type of country.  They were the first with a successful constitutional monarchy and were able to stay away from many of the wars and revolutions that other countries faced.  They would soon have the strongest navy the world had ever seen.  Maybe their differing in strategy made these things possible but it is evident that the revolutionary response of the Great Reform Bill was also a good choice that would prove Britain’s strategy as truly great.  

