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Overview of the Age

· Chapter 26 dealt with the era of the New Imperialism and the emergence of the alliance systems, which resulted in World War I. Chapter 27, however, assesses the aftermath of the war, specifically, the Paris peace settlement, in various major European countries as they underwent an age of political experimentation. The Habsburg Empire collapsed and formed several small successor states, only one of which, Czechoslovakia, became a successful democracy. In Russia, the Bolsheviks gained control of the government in 1917 and, after winning the civil war, transformed Russia into the Soviet Union. In Italy, political turmoil resulted in the emergence of the authoritarian movement known as fascism, implemented by Mussolini. In Great Britain, the Labour Party came to power and most of Ireland became an independent state. Finally, in Germany, various constitutional flaws led to a political experiment of the Weimar Republic that would eventually lead Germany into fascism under Hitler. Whether for better or worse, all of these political experiments of the 1920s paved the way for the political tragedies of brutally authoritarian governments and the international aggression that were to mark the 1930s and 1940s.

Five Big Points

· The rise of Mussolini in fascist Italy
· The rise of Hitler in fascist Germany
· Examine Germany from the Weimar Republic to the rise of Hitler’s fascist Germany

· Examine/assess the rise of authoritarian governments in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Austria (successor states)

· The rise of Stalin in Russia (including Trotsky’s role in this)

Hit List and ID’s
· Warren Harding- The current present at the time. He coined the term “normalcy” meaning that it was impossible to return to the economy to pre WWI period.

· The Communist Party of the Soviet Union- This party was not a mass party or a nationalistic one. The communist regarded their government their own.

· Red Army - Controlled by Leon Trotsky they suppressed internal and foreign opposition. These guys were made of workers and peasants.

· Leon Trotsky - Led the Red Army and was a direct supporter of Lenin. Later he was in a power struggle after Lenin’s death.

· White Army - Anti Communist forces who took control in large areas in Russia. 

· Cheka - One of the many secret policy soon to appear in Russia.
· War Communism-During the civil war that was taking place Industries and banks were nationalized.  Private trade was forbidden and food was taken from the peasants in order to feed the city.
· “Peace, Bread, Land”- Lenin’s slogan in the Revolution. Peace from the war; Land for the peasants.
· New Economic Policy - Introduced March 1921 this policy, implemented my Lenin, was a partial restoration of capitalism where the stat had the ownership and control of industries. Also the demanding of food from peasants was ended. This Revived the Russian economy. 
· Joseph Stalin - Competed against Trotsky for control after the death of Lenin united with Zinoviev and Kamenev.
· Left wing Bolshevism - Advocated the end of the NEP, forced industrialization and a policy that was design to capture the obedience of the peasants.
· Right wing Bolshevism - Opposed the ending of the NEP and forced industrialization and favored a conciliatory policy with peasants so basically they were the opposition to the left wing.
· Grigori Zinoviev-
· Lev Kamenev-
· Nikolai Bukharin - The leader of the Right wing and the editor of the Pravda. 
· Pravda - Official Communist Party Newspaper.
· Comintern - Also known as the Third International. The Comintern worked o make Bolshevism a model of socialist. They sought to destroy all democratic socialism. 
· Benito Mussolini- The fascist ruler of Italy
· Fascism - A term used to describe right wing Fascism. Usually anti democratic and Anti Marxist and antiparliamentary top down dictatorial rule.
· Fasci di Combattimento - A party that hated the position of Italy arose in Milan in 1919. These combat groups were the first signs of Mussolini.
· ll’ Popolo d’ Italia - The People of Italy this became the official newspaper of the Fascist movement.  
· Victor Emmanuel III - King of Italy at the time for some reason did not want to sign a decree that would send troops to squash the March.
· Giacomo Matteotti - a socialist deputy who challenged the legitimacy of the fascist majority in the chamber of Deputies.
· Raymond Poincare - Had a reputation of financial expertise. He won the support of the Rightist and the centrist parties for his policy of cutting government spending and increasing taxes. He was the one who sent French soldiers to Run German mines and Railroads
· David Lloyd George - The wartime prime minister in Britain who led his coalition into the campaign calling for a new mandate to strengthen his position. Lost much of his popularity as Britain’s economy continued to recede. 
· Astride Briande - The French foreign minister
· Sinn Fein- Even - though the Irish rebellion was crushed this “we ourselves” movement continued to persist and Eamon de Valera continued to push for independence. 
· Successor State - They were the little states that would lead Austria Russia and Germany to greater things. These little states were established by The League of Nations and they were used as buffer zones.
· Marshal Josef Pilsudski - Poland-carried out a military coup and until his death became the ruler of Poland in a militaristic state. 
· Thomas Masaryk -The leader of Czechoslovakia who was gifted and fair.
· Englebert Dollfuss - Christian socialist chancellor of Austria.
· Corfu Agreement - The is the agreement that made the creation of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia possible. “The first step toward building the new State of Yugoslavia"                                  
· Weimer Republic - The German Weimar republic was born among the defeat of the imperial army in 1918 against the Hohenzollerns. This was the hope for German Liberals and socialist.
· Article 48 - The article in the constitution that authorized the president to rule by decree in time of emergency                                                                                              
· Adolf Hitler - The dynamic ruler of the Nazis was responsible for his part’s success in taking advantage of the opportunity created by the depression     
· Nazi - This was an ultranationalist political group. When Hitler gained control they became the National Socialist German Workers party. 
· Twenty-Five Points - These points were counter to the Versailles treaty, called for Unification of Austria and Germany, Exclusion of Jews, agrarian reform, the prohibition of land speculation, the confiscation of war profits, state administration of giant cartels, and, the replacement of department stores with small retail shops.
· Storm Troopers - Hitler attracted a number of committed followers and he organized them into a sort of party military. 
· Mein Kampf - ‘My Struggle’- With a partly fictionalized account of his life Hitler expressed his ideas of German nationalism, anti-Semitism, and Anti-Marxism. In Hitler’s view Germany was a growing boy and it need its living space.
· Gustav Stresemann - Was the leader of the German peoples Party. He carried out a currency reform which replaced the inflated mark. The German mark regained it prewar value. He prompted a policy of fulfillment where if Germany fulfilled its obligations with the treaty of Versailles and sought reconciliation with France the allies would agree to the revision of the treaty.   
· Dawes Plan - 1924 Charles Dawes proposed this plan that stated that when the German economy was stronger they could pay larger sums and when the economy was weak the amount of payment was reduced. This sounds like simple logic. It also advocated foreign loans to help the German economy get back on their feet. This ended the occupation in the Ruhr by the French
· Austen Chamberlin- Britain foreign Minister
· Young Plan-1929 - The reparations issue received further consideration by Owen Young. The young plan reduced total German reparations and extended the period of payment. It was accompanied the demilitarization of the Rhineland as well.
Key Events

Britain

· Irish Revolt 1916 - Irish nationalist carried out a revolt against British Rule while the British succeeded in suppressing the revolt against British Rule. The British succeeded in suppressing the revolt but the Irish continued to agitate for independence. Violence grew in Ireland as special British forces known as the Black and Tans fought the Sinn Feiners. 
· General Strike of 1926 - Stanley Baldwin still had to confront the issues that existed in the Labor force. Unresolved Labor conflict in the coal industry resulted in a coal miners strike. For 9 days most of Britain’s workers stayed away from work. The workers expected the government to give into their demands but when they did not the strike collapsed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Germany

· Kapp Putsch - In 1920 conservative nationalist led by Wolfgang Kapp attempted to take power in Berlin. Although the conservative leaders if the army had been willing to defend the government against the Spartacists they refused to act against the Kapp. The government called workers in Berlin to stage a general strike activity in the capital ground to a halt and the revolt collapse.
· Beer Hall Putsch of 1923 - An attempt to seize power in Munich getting its name because it was planed in a bear hall. Hitler and the Nazis Joined General Erich Ludendorff and his conservative nationalist. Hitler and Ludendorff planned to take Munich and the use the Bavarian capital as a base of operation. The support that Hitler and Ludendorff expected to receive from some conservative Bavarian Politicians failed to materialize so the police easily suppressed the revolt. Hitler and Ludendorff were tried for treason. Hitler was only in jail for nine months.
Italy

· Black Shirt March (March on Rome) 1922 - Mussolini’s first line of action demanding that he be named premier. Several thousand Fascist demonstrated in the capital and on October 30 he was crowned the premier.
· The Lateran Accord - 1929 Consisted of three separate parts. 1. The Pope recognized Italy’s possession of Rome in return Italy recognized Vatican City as a independent state ruled by the Pope. 2. Italy agreed to pay the papacy a nice bundle of change in the settlement and all the claims the papacy might have as a result of the Seizure of Rome. 3. The Concordat defined the relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the Italian State. The Roman Catholic religion became the official relation of Italy.
Europe

· Locarno Agreements - 1925 Britain (Chamberlain), France (Briand), and Germany (Stresemann) meet to sign the Locarno Pact. Germany promised France to respect their frontiers and in addition the Germans agreed to accept the permanents demilitarization of the Rhine Land which was imposed on the Germans in the Treaty of Versailles. Great Britain pledged to intervene in case of violation of the treaty.
· Kellogg-Briand Pact - The signing of this pact in 1928 was known as the Pact of Paris. It was kind of a new age of international harmony. Some 60 nations signed this treaty pledging to denounce war as a national policy. We all know this did not mean much. 
Intellectual Movements and Historical Trends

· The Rise of Fascism – Although the 1920s was a period of major political experimentation in Europe, it was heavily centered on the rise of fascist states, the new political movement, specifically in Italy and Germany. Both nations lacked the confidence and were in need of a leader that would provide the citizens with the confidence  
Changes in Political Ideology

· Socialism in one Country - Changes in political ideology were common during this time of experiments. After Lenin’s death, Trotsky and Stalin battled for leadership. Stalin took the victory with his policy of “socialism in one country”. Stalin contended that the society union could survive and develop its socialist society even if the world revolution did not occur in the near future. 
· Comintern - The Comintern worked to make the Bolshevik model of socialism that was developed by Lenin. The Comintern imposed the 21 conditions on many other socialist parties. These conditions included acknowledging Moscow leadership rejecting reformist or revision socialism and adopting a communist party name. The communists sought to destroy democratic socialism.      
· Fascism - The Fascism offered little way of a firm ideology or definite program it possessed distinct characteristics. Fascist were nationalistic, militaristic, and anti- Marxist. They saw class struggle as a divisive force in national life; it was used to drive Mussolini into power. While in power, Mussolini went on to increase his dictatorial power. He censored the press and elected government officials were replaced. Mussolini also got the power to rule by decree. In addition, military force was used as an establishment of power. Hitler also used this method and by stirring nationalistic feelings, the fascist leaders were able to garner support in massive amounts.
· Labour Party - The deepening recession cost Lloyd George his popularity. Andrew Boner Law replaced Lloyd George, which resulted in a split. The labor party was able to move into the parliament as the second largest party. Ramsey McDonald, the leader of the labour force, took control as prime minister in 1924, heading a minority government that depended on the support of the liberals in the House of Commons. The First Labour government lasted less than a year. Gregory Zinoviev urged the communist party to work hard; the labor party did not really like the communists. The next election, however, was a win for the conservatives. 
Changes in Economic Structure

· War Communism – Under the economic policy of war communism, Trotsky confiscated and then operated the banks, transport system, and heavy industry. The state also seized grain from the peasants to feed the army and the workers in the cities. However, the Russian workers and peasants were not willing to simply hand their land and crops to the bureaucrats, and thus engaged in a series of strikes. Such examples of these acts were the factory strikes of 1920 and 1921. In March 1921, the Baltic fleet mutinied at Kronstadt; however, the rebellion was crushed by the Red Army with a high cost of lives. Each of these instances suggest that the proletariat itself was opposing the dictatorship of the proletariat as embodied in the Communist Party and that revolution was not going to spread across the rest of Europe, for the Bolsheviks will quickly suppress any opposition.
· NEP – The NEP, or New Economic Policy, was a temporal measure to gain funding and to revive Russian economy from the civil war and war communism, for without money the government will collapse. This policy was instituted by Lenin and it was a limited revival of capitalism that entailed banking, heavy industry, transportation, international commerce, as well as toleration of private economic enterprise. It promoted the idea that Russian peasants held the key to a successful revolution by allowing the peasants to sell their surplus grain on the open market. The New economic Policy, however, was not entirely successful because there were no consumer goods for the peasants to purchase with the money they received for their grain. 

· Britain’s departure from its traditional policy of free trade - The Great Britain economy was clearly in better shape coming out of WWI. The Great Britain economy saw a success in the 3 years after the war but then started to decline.   Attempting to cope with the recession the Lloyd George government increased unemployment insurance payments and secured adaptation. Despite government action there was still a decline in coal iron steel textile and shipbuilding industries.

Thematic Essays

1. Describe and analyze the characteristics of fascism.

Intro
The 1920s was a period of great political experiment. Specifically, a new political movement known as fascism was prominent and rapidly spreading across Europe. Such a movement rose from the lack of stability due to the political turmoil that resulted from World War I and the Paris peace settlement. Two specific countries, Italy and Germany, possessed the greatest example of this new movement. However, while the development of fascism in each was similar, the causes for its rise in each nation were unique. 

Body I

Mini – Theme: small background on some of the characteristics of fascism

· the characteristics of fascism include nationalism, totalitarianism, militarism, and racism

· it was opposed to the individualism and to the Marxists view of history and Communism

· in the fascist model the state’s interests have primacy over individual desires and rights; fascism is against individualism

· national pride and patriotism are essential virtues in fascism

· fascist believed that for the sake of the entire nation, each individual must comply with the laws established

· fascism was an assault on freedom, on the value of the individual, on rationality, and on democracy

Body II
Mini – Theme: causes for the rise of fascism in Germany

· beginning in 1919, the Nazi Party adopted the fascist approach to government

· German fascism was militaristic, highly nationalistic, and espoused a racist totalitarianism that was fundamentally anti-democratic
· As the people of the Weimar republic continued to enjoy themselves, they saw Hitler and his party as an insignificant minority

· However, when the impact of the Great Depression hit Germany, the economy became devastated and the Nazi took advantage of the situation to gain power

· Reasons behind fascists success in Germany:

1. continuing economic and social crisis as a result of the Depression
2.   inability of the Weimar Republic to alleviate such crisis

3.   the organization of the Nazi Party

4.   the continuing humiliation from the defeat in World War I

5.   Adolf Hitler and his great use of propaganda, technology, and rallies

· once in power Hitler consolidated his power by passing the Enabling Acts, which gave him dictatorial powers and rid him of his political enemies

Body III

Mini – Theme: causes for the rise of fascism in Italy

· Reasons behind fascist success in Italy:

1. failure to obtain major gains in World War
- Italy was determined to acquire colonies and power as a result of their involvement with the Allies, however, the Versailles Conference made it clear that that wasn’t going to happen
2. the post-war economic collapse

- Britain and the U.S. stopped making loans after the settlement ( economic crisis in Italy; demobilization of the Italian army, unemployment, and inflation made matters worse

3. fear of Bolshevism (1919ism)
- 1919ism ( the Italian Red Scare, the fear that the economic crisis would provide the Bolsheviks with an opportunity to begin a revolution

4. failure of Italian parties to handle effectively the political and economic crisis of Italy

- Italian Red Scare ( social chaos; during this time, the Italian political system were not able to overcome their own party differences 
5. Mussolini determined character

- Mussolini steeped in right when the Italian political system was failing and promised to reestablish order and a sense of national pride to Italy

- due to this promise, Mussolini was able to seize power on the March on Rome in 1922 without opposition
Conclusion
The post-war era of World War I brought, among many other things, national pride, economic and social distress, and successful and unsuccessful political experiments. Two of the most significant political changes occurred in Italy, under Mussolini, and Germany, under Hitler; although the fascism present in each nation was the same, in each territory, fascism was a result of different circumstances. Nonetheless, such political measures would pave the way for the political tragedies that lied in the next two decades.
2. Compare and contrast the effects of the Thirty Years War and WWI-WWII and how they played a role in the rise of absolute and dictatorial regimes. 

Intro
The failure to successfully conclude the tensions of the European powers in 1918 ultimately led to the start of the WWII in 1939. It is then plausible to state that the World Wars are the twentieth century version of the Thirty Years War. The time periods may be a bit different the constant states of conflict are similar. During the thirty years war from 1618-1648 there was chaos and disruption all over Europe as the build up from the corruption of the church and the reformations finally released itself. During WWI Europe broke out in warfare as years of alliance and unresolved conflict, for example the Balkans, could not be contained any longer.  When examining both periods it is apparent that one thing rose as a result of these conflicts: absolutism.

Body I

· During the Thirty Years war Europe broke out in conflict as Protestantism and Catholicism clashed. The Peace of Augsburg in 1555 only recognized Lutherans and Roman Catholics but Calvinism was left out.

· As Calvinist feared their lost of rights, the event known as the Defenestration of Prague took place and sparked the conflict. In 1648 the peace of Westphalia recognized Calvinist as an authorized religion. 

· After the conflict, in order to prevent such an event from occurring again leaders noticed that an absolute monarchy would be desirable. After all the Peace of Augsburg’s gave a ruler the power to dictate his kingdoms religion.

· In order to restore the French monarchy absolute powers had to be implemented. Louis XIV is an example of an absolute monarch of this his time. His presence was felt through al of Europe through his Wars of Aggression.  

· When the effects of war devastate the economic and political life of a country it seems that an absolute rule is more desirable to rebuild it. 

Body II

· The unsolved problems and the unwillingness of the Allies to address the issues of WWI made a second war unavoidable. 

· The interwar years were just a break before the countries returned to complete what had not been finished.
· The prevalent problems of re-division of the map, nationalism, economic distress, and military build-up were the common reasons for WWII, but many of these were the conflicts that had gone unresolved from WWI.
· The time period between 1919 and 1939 saw the rise of three great Dictators, Stalin in Russia, Mussolini in Italy, and Hitler in Germany.
· In the face of rising unemployment political and social distress and the rise of unemployment governments moved to suppress individual rights and freedoms.
· Dictatorships seemed to be the only way to preserve nationalism in the post-war climate.
· The Wars generated a sense op frantic which led to a desirable power that would be able to deliver the people from the distress
Body III

· The Thirty years war and the WWI period are similar because of the reactions they have. 
· It is apparent that after war there is a period of decline that follows and nations try to rebuild their economy to what is was. 
· France in the seventeenth century however did not posses the type of technology that dictators in the 20th century possessed. 
· It was impossible for Louis XIV to control every aspect of the lives of people during his reign but his power was still absolute. 
· During the 20th century rise of dictators propaganda was used and a sense of paranoia existed that helped the dictators. 
· The apparent difference in times can be used to justify the tighter rule of the 20th century dictators because of the many movements that took place like the socialist, Romantic, Enlightenment Movements.
· In both time periods absolute rule rose after a significant war. The counter part war force the dictatorial reigns because of the conditions that exists. This shows that it is the climate that determines the leader.
Conclusion
Above all, the Thirty Years War and WWI-WWII have major similarities. Some historians have even called the WWI-WWII “the new Thirty Years War”. There are even some minor details that also link the two times, like the start of the wars. Austria or the Habsburgs are connected with the start of wars, the July 28 assassination and the Defenestration of Prague; the rise of absolutism is not unlikely after such times of turmoil and trouble. 
