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WWI; Treaty of Versailles 

1. Post Assassination of the Arch Duke…

2. Germany and the Blank Check with Austria

3. Should this develop in to a shooting war with the Serbs, certainly the Russian would be drawn in.

4. Yet, the terms of the Dual Alliance made Germany’s backing of the Austrians inevitability.

5. Further, the Triple Entente was growing stronger, so it is possible that war was better sooner than later.

6. There was also a belief that with German support, the Russian would blink, and balk at entering the fray for the Serbs.

7. The Serbs effectively capitulate on all matters of the Austrian ultimatum except the call for the internal investigation.

8. It was almost as if there was no real need for war save the assassination…would the Germans maintain a level head???

9. July 28, Austria declares war on the Serbs…and the response from the triple Entente was interesting.

10. Russia was not nearly universal in support of the conflict.

11. They partially mobilize, and throw verbal support to the Serbs.

12. We must remember that mobilization of any kind was an effective declaration of war.

13. What about France and GB? French Ambassadors were in fact at sea when the ultimatum was delivered…this was timed specifically by the Austrians

14. Britain wanted a conference, but the Austrians would have none of it.

15. Bethmann-Hollweg knew that if France were attacked by Germany, Britain would surely enter the war. 

16. July 20, Austria mobilizes against Russia, ad Germany waits for Russia to mobilize against them so that Russia looks like the aggressor.

17. As soon as Russia does the Schlieffan Plan goes into effect.

18. By August 3, German had already invaded both Lux and Belgium.

19. Since 1839, Britain had had a pact guaranteeing Belgian neutrality, and this brought them into the fray.

20. By August 4, Britain had entered the war, based also on the German invasion of France.

21. We can see the damaging effects of the Kaisers decisions countermanding all of the work that Bismarck was responsible for.

22. The desire to be a player in the world market of colonialism

23. The decision to increase naval power, like Britain.

24. This prompts the British to end their splendid isolation…put aside their differences with Russia an France

25. Germany, now encircled…has no choice.

The Russian Revolution

1. Russia was expending far too much money on the war effort while the people were impoverished.

2. Nicholas II was weak, Rasputin had a hold on the Royal Family, and casualties and hunger spread discontent among the Russian People.

3. 1916, Nicholas dismisses the Duma, and rules alone.

4. 1917- Troops refuse to fire on demonstrations in St. Petersburg…Nicholas abdicates on March 15

5. Workers are being organized onto Soviets, and the Mensheviks believed that as orthodox Marxists, a bourgeoisie stage of the Revolution must occur before the revolution itself.

6. Interestingly, the Provisional government remains loyal to the war effort, and this will help to seal its fate with the coming of the revolution

Lenin the Bolsheviks

1. German spirit Lenin into Russia in a sealed train

2. Peace, Land and Bread

3. Leon Trotsky is his right had man, and after Lenin return from a failed first attempt and Trotsky is released from jail, a coup would be successfully undertaken.

4. This leads tot the Communist Dictatorship of the Soviet Union

5. All political parties were outlawed except the Bolsheviks

6. Land was nationalized and turned over to the peasants; factories were put in charge of the workers.

7. Banks were seized by the state

8. Church Property was made state controlled

9. Russia was then taken out of the war

10. December of 1917, they sign an armistice with Germany

11. Key, Treaty of Bret-Litovsk: Russia yields Poland, The Baltic States and the Ukraine.

12. Russia really had no choice, and such a high price to pay was inevitable

13. A civil war between the Red and the White army would divide the new government, and the Royal family would pay the ultimate price.

The End of WWI

1. William I abdicates the throne in November of 1918

2. Social Democratic Party declares themselves a republic, to avoid being “soviet zed”

3. Yet, defeat was not really clear to the German People, for no real invasion or foreign presence existed on German Soil

4. Many felt that the Republic had been tricked, and that raised suspicion about the Weimar republic and lead to a support for the Nazi’s in the Twenties…they had sold out Germany!

5. The Great war was over, and the price paid was enormous

6. Immediate concerns and effects…

7. The dissolution of the Ottoman Empire

8. The defeat of Russia and the Rise of Bolshevism

9. The end of the Austro Hungarian Empire

10. The End of the German Empire

A key point is that the Post was confusion would also make it ripe for the rise of fascism, which was a right wing, highly capitalism form of government that would take advantage of the failed democratic experiments tried after Versailles.

Paris: The Versailles Treaty…

Major players

· Woodrow Wilson

· David Lloyd George

· Georges Clemeceau

· Vittorio Emmanuel Orlando 

1. This would be no Vienna settlement…the climate and the stakes were gravely different.

2. There was no real established order that they could fall back on.

3. It was not just Europe, but the international community that would be effected!!!

Obstacles:

1. Nationalism was the genie out of the bottle, groups would not sit idly by while major powers once again ignored their demands.

2. Wilson’s Fourteen Points called for recognition of self-determination of peoples, would Versailles encourage it?

3. Britain and France wee told Germany would pay, would they be made to do so?

4. Would Russia really get control of Constantinople?

5. Would France get Alsace and Lorraine back?

6. Britain had encouraged both an Arab States in the Middle East, and the Balfour Declaration which encouraged the settlement of Jews in the Holy land

7. The Threat of Bolshevism remained a high priority…would communism spread throughout Europe? 

8. Remember that Russia is not invited to participate in the treaty, even when they had done Yeoman’s; work on the battle field…Stalin would not soon forget this!

9. It would be the fear of Germany, and its rise again that would be preeminent in the minds of the diplomats at Versailles.

The Peace –1919-1920

1. Germany was presented with the treaty and expected to sign

2. Russia was excluded completely

3. National self-Determination was avoided numerous times

4. Wilson’s idealism was now chipped away at by the necessity of the times. Nothing is clearer on that note than the failure of the League of Nations.

5. It had no armed forces, or ability to manage disputes other than talk

6. Any action required unanimous approval of the member’s ruling body

7. Germany and the Soviet union were excluded outright, this undermined its effectiveness

8. What of the colonies??? They were to be mandates with encouragement to work toward independence, but there were no real teeth to this!

9. Members of the leagues also got to remain armed…

Germany…

1. Lose Alsace and Lorraine to the French

2. The Rhine would be a de-militarized zone

3. German army limited to 100,000 troops at any one time

4. Heavy artillery and machinery were effectively banned

Eastern Europe…

1. Polish corridor set up to give Poland access to the Baltic

2. Austro Hungarian Empire was dismantled entirely

3. Magyars got Hungary, but it was far reduced in size

4. Czechs and Slovaks were combined into Czechoslovakia

5. Germans were included, unhappily into this mix.

6. Yugoslavia was formed, uniting the Serbs, Slovenes and Croats

7. Russia lost vast territories 

· Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia became independent

· As did Finland.

Reparations

1. France and Germany were heavily indebted to the Americans, and hence they wanted to have the Germans pay the full indemnity

2. France knew that either Germany would pay and be bled dry, or they would not pay and France would be justified in invading Germany

3. Clause 231 was inserted into the Treaty, and this was the famous War Guilt Clause

4. The New Weimar Government, having signed the treaty, and having no real choice, were stigmatized as the party that sold Germany out, and that allowed later for the great rising of the German Socialist Workers Party, the Nazi’s

How do we evaluate the Peace?

1. John Maynard Keynes scathing portrayal of the Peace as a Carthaginian Peace referred to the unrealistic nature of the Economic Demands of the Treaty-such a peace would lead to economic ruin.

2. He called for a reassessment of the Treaty, a re-evaluation of what had been done to Germany.

a. America’s refusal to be in the League of Nations was also condemned by Keynes.

b. Since American was divested of its responsibility of defending France, so to was Great Britain.

3. Yet, Keynes may have been overstating the case

a. Germany was not dismantled

b. The reparations would subside

c. It could be rightly stated that the treaty of Brest-Litovsk was far harsher on Russia than Versailles was on Germany.

4. By dividing the Austro-Hungarian Empire, separated resources form industry, and set up tariff walls that hindered economic development

5. Poland had unhappy Germans and Ukrainians

6. Czechoslovakia contained many unhappy minorities 

7. The Unrealistic Nature of the Treaty

a. Not allowing Russia and Germany to Participate

b. There was really no way to enforce the Treaty should it be violated

c. The League of Nations was never a force for enforcing the treaty

d. It did not reach a level of conciliation that would remove the desire to change it, nor was it harsh enough to make another war impossible.

e. It lay, simply, somewhere in the middle.

