Thematic Review

Global Theme: Change
Change in a global Context means a challenge to the status quo. It is not sudden, that we will consider a turning point. Think of our discussion of the Hegelian Dialectic, which stated that all history is a series of changes, and that each succeeding epoch is really a combination of what has come before it. 

· The Thesis is what is at that time: Status Quo 

· The Antithesis is a challenge to that Status Quo 

· The Synthesis is the combination of the previous two

· The Synthesis will eventually become stable, and it will then be another Thesis
· The Cycle will continue again 

Here are a series of examples of global changes that have taken place. These can be used as examples for a theme essay:

Neolithic Revolution: When human history changed utterly as ancient peoples began to settle in permanent communities and ceased their migratory ways. Civilizations, and all of its characteristics, began as a result.

Industrial Revolution. Beginning in the mid 18th century, the revolution in production and consumption had wide-ranging effects on the landscape of not only Europe, but the rest of the world. Changes in the use of machine power, the division of labor in the production of goods, and the exploitation of labor as the proletarian class developed all had a major impact on society.

Meiji Restoration. This is an event that is repeatedly referenced on the Regents Exam. As Japan, through great pressure form the West abandoned its period of Isolation, also know as the Togugawa Shogunate, the Emperorship in Japan was restored. Also, Japan began to abandon feudalism and adopted western technology as well as culture.

The Chinese Communist Revolution. By the late 1940’s the forces lead by Mao Zedong had effectively established a communist state in China, and had defeated the nationalist forces that were exiled to Taiwan. China under Mao would be far from the agrarian utopia it was intended to be. Be sure to reference the “Great Leap Forward”, and the Cultural Revolution.

Other examples of change that can be used The Crusades The impact of the Bubonic Plague, The Renaissance, The Scientific Reformation, The Enlightenment, The Agrarian Revolution, The Reformation, Movements of Independence in Africa.

Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on change to be able to do at least three things:

· Establish what society was prior to the change

· Be able to identify the major facets of the change

· And, finally, to show how society was altered as a result of the change.

Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Change


Task: 


You may not use any example from American History in your answer. Some suggestions that you may want to consider are: Neolithic Revolution: Industrial Revolution. 

Meiji Restoration. The Chinese Communist Revolution. The Crusades, Bubonic Plague, The Renaissance, The Scientific Reformation, The Enlightenment, The Agrarian Revolution, The Reformation, Movements of Independence in Africa.

Throughout the course of global history, changes have taken place that have affected the political, social and economic climate of a particular age. These changes tended to be more gradual than sudden, (unlike a turning point) yet have presented a clear challenge to the status quo, and have had wide ranging impact on society.





Using three examples for global history, you are to 





Identify the change that had taken place


Explain what the status quo was that existed before the change occurred


Describe what facets of society were affected by the change


Assess the long term impact of this change   
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