Thematic Review

Global Theme: Culture and Intellectual Life
The term “culture” includes the pattern of human behavior (encompassing ideas, beliefs, values, artifacts and ways of making a living) that a society transmits to succeeding generations to meet its fundamental needs. Intellectual life involves ways of thinking studying and reflecting on aspects of life.

Roman Civilizations. Rome left a great cultural and intellectual legacy to the western world, including commitment to Law and justice, the Latin heritage, and a body of great literature.

Gupta Golden Age. From India AD 320 – 5550, lasting achievements in mathematics and medicine as well as art and architecture were supported by this stable dynasty.
Islamic Golden Age. Between AD 750 and 1350, the Islamic Empires experience a Golden age. The Roots of modern mathematics an science can be traced to this time period. Much of the scope of Greek and Latin Scholarship was preserved by the Islamic Peoples, who in turn had inherited this from the conquered Byzantines.
Renaissance Europe. The Renaissance in Europe, which began in Italy and moved to the North, was a time of great cultural and intellectual activity. Humanism, which recognized the importance of the individual in a secular realm, guided the Renaissance.

Other examples of turning points that can be used can be: Classical Chinese Civilizations, Mesoamerican Civilizations and the Enlightenment. 

Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on Culture and Intellectual Life to be able to do at least three things:

· Establish the time, place and civilization to be examined 
· Highlight the accomplishment of that particular “Golden Age”
· Explain the long-term impact of this Golden Age on other Cultures 
Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Culture and Intellectual Life


Task: 


You may not use any example from American History in your answer. Some suggestions that you may want to consider are: Roman Civilizations. Gupta Golden Age. Islamic Golden Age. Renaissance Europe. Classical Chinese Civilizations, Mesoamerican Civilizations and the Enlightenment.
There have been particular moments in history that have had events so critical that we can consider them to be turning points in Global History. These are specific events, but they have had long and short-term issues that lead to these events. The course of the history of nations and peoples has been impacted tremendously as a result. 





Using two examples of Golden Ages from Global History: 





Establish the time, place and civilization to be examined 


Highlight the accomplishment of that particular “Golden Age”


Explain the long-term impact of this Golden Age on other Cultures 
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