Thematic Review

Global Theme: Geography and the Environment
This theme focuses on the interaction of people and the physical environment that they exist in. Simply put, what effect does the landscape have upon the development of human societies? Or, does human development have an impact on the physical environment?

Early River Valley Civilizations. Early civilizations developed around river valleys.  Availability of water provided crops with irrigation and allowed transportation of goods.  

China’s influence on Japan. By using Korea as a bridge China had a strong influence on the cultural development of Japan

Industrialization in Britain. Great Britain had the availability of natural resources and such geographic factors as abundant rivers and natural harbors allow the Industrial Revolution to begin there. 

The Industrial Revolution and its impact on the Environment.  The Industrial Revolution had a great impact on the environment, and new forms of energy often created new types of pollution. Urbanization changed the landscape of cities worldwide.  

Other examples of the impact of geography on world history include the city state in Ancient Greece, imports of the Middle East is a crossroads between three continents, and environmental problems such as the desertification and the destruction of tropical forests.  

Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on a turning point to be able to do at least three things:

· Establish what specific geographic factors are being examined

· Describe how these factors impacted a particular civilization

· Or, show how human development has negatively impacted the environment

Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Geography and its Impact on Societies


Task: 


You may not use any example from American History in your answer. Some suggestions that you may want to consider are: Early River Valley Civilizations. China’s influence on Japan. Industrialization in Britain. The Industrial Revolution and its impact on the Environment.  Ancient Greece, Middle East  desertification tropical forests.  

Geographic features can positively or negatively affect the development of a nation or region.








Using two examples you are to: 





Identify two civilizations that have been affected by Geography


Describe the particular geographic features that are to be examined


Explain how these features have impacted the development of particular cultures or civilizations


Or, explain how human development have negatively impacted the environment
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