Thematic Review

Global Theme: Imperialism
Imperialism occurs when a strong nation takes over a weaker nation or region and dominates its economic, political, or cultural life. This type of foreign policy was practiced by European nations and Japan throughout the 1800s and early 1900s. In every case, a nation would experience industrialization prior to practicing imperialism on a foreign nation or region. This is due to the nearly insatiable demand for cheap raw materials, cheap labor and the need for markets to buy manufactured goods.

Britain in India. The British controlled India by the late 1700’s. Through internal development of railroads, instilling British Educational and Political systems, and undercutting domestic industry, particularly in textiles, the British had an extremely deleterious impact on India’s development. 

European Powers In Africa. In the late 1800’s. Africa was essentially dissected by the European Powers, (Congress of Berlin) and colonial Africa became the scene of horrors like the Belgian Congo and systematized racial discrimination in South Africa. The Legacy of Imperialism haunts Africa to this day.

Japan. As Japan industrialized in the late 1800’s, it utilized its military superiority to invade Korea and China in search of cheap labor and Raw materials. This imperialism can be seen as a cause for WWII.

Imperial Rivalries. The competition between European Powers in the 1800s’would be one of the contributing factors to WWI. Essentially, if you have colonial rivalry, you have continental rivalry.

Other historical examples of Imperialism that you may consider can include the Roman Empire Byzantine Empire
Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on Imperialism is to be able to do at least three things:

· Identify the historical context of the rise of this national imperial movement
· Describe key events and identify important individuals that were significant to this imperial movement

· Assess the success of this imperialist movement by looking at the long-term impact of it.

Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Imperialism

Task: 


Be sure your answers do not focus on issues from American history. You can choose your selections from the following, but you are not restricted to these choices: Britain in India. European Powers In Africa. Japan. Imperial Rivalries. Roman Empire Byzantine Empire
Imperialism occurs when a strong nation takes over a weaker nation or region and dominates its economic, political, or cultural life. This type of foreign policy was practiced by European nations and Japan throughout the 1800s and early 1900s. In every case, a nation would experience industrialization prior to practicing imperialism on a foreign nation or region. This is due to the nearly insatiable demand for cheap raw materials, cheap labor and the need for markets to buy manufactured goods.





Select two examples of Imperialism. For each: 





Identify the historical context of the rise of this national imperial movement


Describe key events and identify important individuals that were significant to this imperial movement


 Assess the success of this imperialist movement by looking at the long-term impact of it.
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