Thematic Review

Global Theme: Justice and Human Rights
Justice is fair, equal and proportional treatment given to individuals by governmental bodies. Human rights are those basic political, economic and social rights to which all humans are entitled. At various times throughout history, justice and human rights have been violated. The Declaration of Human Rights clearly defines these for us.
Code of Hammurabi.  This early example of codified law was carved in a pillar in Babylon. Therefore, it was for all to see and applicable to all. It represents the first major attempt at unifying a people under a specific legal code. This did not guarantee social equality or mitigate physical punishment.
English Bill of Rights. This list of restrictions of monarchical power in Britain represented the culmination of a nearly century long struggle between the desires of English Monarch and the growing political power of English Parliament. The American legal code and our governmental structure is highly influenced by this document.

Irish Potato Famine. When a parasite decimated the Irish Potato crop in 1846 and 1847, the Irish suffered nearly a million deaths due to disease and starvation because the British, their colonial oppressors, continued to export food from Ireland to England.

Tiananmen Square. Students in China demanded a movement toward Democracy and political freedom in the year the Berlin Wall fell. Chinese communist authorities crushed this populist movement and thousands of demonstrators were killed. 

Other historical examples of Justice and Human Rights that you may consider can include the Laws of the Twelve Tables, and Human Rights violations can include the Holocaust, Apartheid, and the Cambodian Genocide 

Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on Justice and Human Rights is to be able to do at least three things:

· Identify the legal code or human rights violation you will be dealing with 
· Describe key facets of this legal code, or the details of the Human Rights violation 
· Assess the success of this legal code, or the extent of the Human Rights violation, and any efforts that were made to address it. 
Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Justice and Human Rights

Task: 


Be sure your answers do not focus on issues from American history. You can choose your selections from the following, but you are not restricted to these choices: Code of Hammurabi.  English Bill of Rights. Irish Potato Famine. Tiananmen Square. 
Laws of the Twelve Tables, Human Rights violations can include the Holocaust, Apartheid, and the Cambodian Genocide 

Throughout history, the human rights of certain groups of people have been violated. Efforts have been made to address these violations. Further, legal codes have been established in various societies.








Select two examples of Human Rights violations, (or Legal Codes.) For Each: 





Define the term “human rights” 


Identify two examples of human rights violations that have 


occurred in a specific time and place. (Or two legal codes established) 


Describe the causes of these human rights violations, (or the major facets of these legal codes) 


For one of the violations identified, discuss one specific effort that was made or is being made to deal with the violation (or, examine the long term impact of this legal code)
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