Thematic Review

Global Theme: Nationalism
Nationalism is commonly defined as a love for one's country.  Historically, however, nationalism takes on a far greater meaning.  Throughout history, large groups of people who share a cultural identity (language, customs, history) have felt the pulling power of nationalistic feeling.  The spirit of nationalism also includes the belief that one's nation is better off as an autonomous state. It is also impossible to express nationalism without oppressing some other national group.

German and Italian Unification. Both regions undergo a period of nationalistic fervor in the mid 1800’s. Each was lead by a charismatic leader, Bismarck for German and Cavour for Italy, and each leader was really representing the interests of the strongest of the states in that region, Prussia for Bismarck and Piedmont for Italy.


India. In their decades-long struggle to free themselves from the yoke of British Oppression, India also had to deal with religious strife between Muslim and Hindu factions. Mohandas Gandhi became their nationalist leader, and unification in 1947 was by no means the end of tension in this area.

Zionism. This movement for the establishment of a separate Jewish homeland began in the late 19th century, and would come to fruition after the horrors of WWII with the establishment of Israel in 1948. The ensuing struggle between Israeli and Palestinian factions exists to this day.

African Independence Movements. As WWII crippled colonial powers like France and Britain, nationalists in African countries began to break away from their colonial oppressors. These independence movements achieved political freedom, but Africa is still beset by the economic and cultural problems of Colonialism.

Other historical examples of Nationalism that you may consider can include Turkey under Kemal Ataturk, Balkan Nationalism, and Latin American Independence in the 1800’s 
Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on Nationalism to be able to do at least three things:

· Identify the historical context of the rise of this national movement.
· Describe key events and identify important individuals that were significant to this national movement.
· Assess the success of this nation movement by looking at the log term impact of it.
Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Nationalism

Task: 


Be sure you answers do not focus on issues from American history. You can choose your selections from the following, but you are not restricted to these choices: German and Italian Unification. India. Zionism. African Independence Movements. Turkey under Kemal Ataturk, Balkan Nationalism, and Latin American Independence in the 1800’s 

Nationalism is commonly defined as a love for one's country.  Nationalistic sentiment can center on common language, ethnicity, religion, culture or shared political destiny.  Historically, however, nationalism takes on a far greater meaning.  Often, expression of Nationalism can have far reaching effects on other cultures.





Select two examples of Nationalism. For each: 





Identify the historical context of the rise of this national movement


Describe key events and identify important individuals that were significant to this national movement


Assess the success of this nationalistic movement by looking at the long-term impact of it.
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