Thematic Review

Global Theme: Political Systems
Political systems, such as monarchies, dictatorship an democracies address certain questions of government such as: What should a government have the power to do? What should a government not have the power to do?

Monarchy. In monarchies, a king or queen exercises central power. Monarchies have been common since ancient times, and a few are in existence today.

Feudalism. Feudalism most prominent in medieval Europe and in Japan from about 1600 to the mid-1800’s. It is a decentralized political system. In Europe, it declined with the growth of nation-states. 

Democracy. Democracy, a system in which the people hold the ruling power-either directly or through elected representatives-had its roots in Ancient Greece, It is a primary political System in the countries of the West today.

Totalitarianism. In a totalitarian system, one-party dictatorship regulates every aspect of its citizen’s lives. The Soviet Union under Stalin was a totalitarian state. 

Other examples of turning points that can be used can be: limited Democracy of Athens, the militarism of Japan and Sparta, absolutism, theocracy, communism, fascism, and Apartheid.
Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on Political Systems to focus on threes:

· Choose two forms of government, and explain how they operate.

· Apply these two forms to a particular region, country or time period

· Assess the long term impact of this political system

Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Political Systems


Task: 


You may not use any example from American History in your answer. Some suggestions that you may want to consider are: Monarchy. Feudalism. Democracy. Totalitarianism. limited Democracy of Athens, the militarism of Japan and Sparta, absolutism, theocracy, communism, fascism, and Apartheid.
Organized Political Systems have existed since civilizations have been formed. Each system has its own particulars, have varied approaches to the essential questions that are: how should governments relate to their populaces. What should a government have the power to do, and what should it not have the power to do?  





Using two examples of Political Systems Global History, you are to 





Identify two Political Systems, and explain how they work 


Apply these systems to a particular historical period, region or country. Show how it worked. 


Assess the long-term impact of this political system.   
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