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The Exam: The Big Picture:

Multiple Choice:



50 Questions. 

55% of your test.







(1.1 pts each)

Theme Based Essay.



1 Essay.

15% of your test

Document Based Question.
(DBQ)

1 Essay.

30% of your test

The Essentials:

1. This is a timed test. You will have three hours to answer all of the questions given.

2. Multiple-choice answers that are left blank are marked wrong! When in doubt, make an educated guess.

3. There is partial credit given for each essay. Do not submit a blank paper.

4. The essays are asking you to do different things, and you should be aware of the differences between them.

Into the Valley of the Essays…

The Essentials: (For both DBQ’s and Theme Essays)

1. Know your audience! Teachers will be reading these essays in one marathon session. They will be easily bored and disinterested if you do not get to the point!
2. Introductions are quickest way to demonstrate that you: 

A. Understand the essay question (what are the buzz words?)

B. Know the essay theme
C. Have a specific plan of attack (purpose)

(Believe me: you will sink or swim with your introduction! A rater knows right away if you are on target). This is where you will sell your product and hook your customer! 

3. Assume nothing! Just because your global teacher(s) will be correcting your essays, don’t toss names and events around if you haven’t explained what they are, and why you are using them.

4. Topic Sentences. You are going to sell your product with your introduction and topic sentences. Topic sentences are the guide to help your reader know right away what your paragraph focuses on. Hence, you should have a key word in your topic sentence that reflects the main idea of the paragraph.

5. Paragraphs! Your essays will tend to focus on two to three points that you will be expected to make. Give each idea its own paragraph, and when you are done with your point, move on to the next paragraph. It gives you reader a breather, and strengthens your next point.

6. Be as specific as you can when you are addressing a topic. If you are talking about imperialism, use a historical example that shows your reader that you understand, and can cite an example, relevant to the issue.

7. Conclude your paragraphs with a brief summary statement.

8. Make some manner of a conclusion where you remind the reader what you have done. Feel free to make an opinion statement based on your understanding of the topic.

9. Budgeting your time! 3 hours divided by three separate tasks = 1 hour per task? (That is pretty close.) Of the two essays, the DBQ is worth twice as much as the Theme essay, so you should spend more time on it. 

10. Avoid being the “first guy/girl done with the exam”. For that moment of mistaken superiority, when you are walking down the hall while the other “suckers” are still working, you may have to repeat this whole process. Sit. Be cool. Work!  

