Thematic Review

Global Theme: Turning Points
Turning points are when decisive historical events occur. These turning points have a grave political, social and economic impact on a society. There are differentiated from “Change” because a particular event is associated with them, as opposed to a very long-term period of change.
Magna Carta In 1215 the English Aristocracy forced the English King to sign a charter that would guarantee the wealthy nobility a say in the process of governance. Essentially, if you can tax the nobility, they must participate in the process of government; Parliament became their forum.

The Fall of Constantinople. In 1453, this former capital of the Byzantine Empire fell to the Powerful Ottoman Empire. It signaled an end to the Eastern branch of Christianity, and saw Islam control a key city and trade routes in the East.

The Voyages of Columbus.  The so-called “discovery” of the New World had tremendous impact on global history. Native populations wee decimated by disease, and the cash crop economy had to be fueled by new sources of labor, which caused the New World slave trade, substituting West African labor for the diminishing indigenous peoples.   

The French Revolution.   In 1789, the French Absolutist Monarch Louis XVI was challenged by the Third Estate, and the ensuing revolution saw great changed in the political and social structure of France. Though Napoleon gained power in 1799, the spirit of Nationalism and Enlightenment thought would impact Europe for the next century.  

Other choices you may consider are The Russian Revolution in 1917 Collapse of Communism in the Soviet Union (1989-1991)
Remember that it is your task in a theme essay based on a turning point to be able to do at least three things:

· Establish what long and short term causes lead to this turning point

· Be able to detail the turning pint itself; exactly what happened

· And, finally, to show how society was altered as a result of the change.

Mock Thematic Essay

Theme: Turning Points

Task: 


You may not use any example from American History in your answer. Some suggestions that you may want to consider are: The signing of the Magna Carta The Fall of Constantinople. The Voyages of Columbus.  The French Revolution.  The French Revolution.  The Russian Revolution in 1917 Collapse of Communism in the Soviet Union (1989-1991)
There have been particular moments in history that have had events so critical that we can consider them to be turning points in Global History. These are specific events, but they have had long and short-term issues that lead to these events. The course of the history of nations and peoples has been impacted tremendously as a result. 





Using two examples of Turning Points from Global History, you are to: 





Identify two turning points


List and explain short and long term causes for this turning point, as well as the key events of the turning point.


Assess the long-term impact of this turning point.   
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