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“One of the unfortunate truths of global history has been the consistent conflicts between various religious, ethnic and political factions. These conflicts pit specific groups against one another and often threaten an already pre-existing climate of peace in a particular region. The causes for these conflicts can have social, economic or political roots; conflicting viewpoints can lead to conflict, and these conflicts often lack a specific point of resolution. One global conflict that had an extremely deleterious impact on Western Europe was the “Great War”, also known as WWI. The causes for this war are numerous indeed, but can be linked quite specifically to the growing sense of nationalism in Europe in general, and to the desire for nations within the Balkan peninsula to obtain autonomy from their historic oppressors, the Austro Hungarian Empire and the state of Germany. By examining the roots of Nationalism in Europe, and providing the specific viewpoints of both the Hapsburg Empire and the Serbian Nationalists, we can assess the dangers of nationalism, and the truth, often expressed in relation to WWI, that the events of Versailles in 1919- paved the way for WWII  and prevented a real resolution of the war. 

Body Paragraph 1
TS: World War I had many long term causes, but the most significant of these was the issue of nationalism

Point 1 – Define nationalism in the context of the pre-WWI era

Point 2 – Discuss Germany unifying, and the Austrians trying to keep pace

Point 3 – Examine Nationalism in the Balkans

CS: clearly, the feeling of nationalism would take any of the powers in central and Eastern Europe on the road to conflict
Body Paragraph 2

TS: In the Balkans, Serbian nationalist were growing discontented with the refusal of the Austrian’s to grant their demands for independence

Point 1 – Examine the concept of Empire, and how it runs counter to the movement s sofa national group. The Austrians represent a group opposed to nationalism.
Point 2 – Introduce the idea of Serbian nationalism, connected to the issue of pan-Slavism, and the desire to create a unified Slavic nation. Be sure to include the role of Russia

Point 3 – Discuss the Assassination of the Arch –Duke and the beginning of the conflict

CS: the assassination of the archduke was the direct result of the conflicting forces of nationalism in the Balkans and the Austrians refusing to let go of their empire.

Conclusion

The treaty of Versailles represented a legal end to the conflict of WWI, but the argument can be made that there was really no resolution whatsoever.

Point 1: identify the primary provisions of Versailles, particularly those that targeted the Germans
Point 2 – Make the argument that because of the harsh treatment of Germany, the rise of the Nazi party in Germany was a result of the treaty.  









