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“One of the unfortunate truths of global history has been the consistent conflicts between various religious, ethnic and political factions. These conflicts pit specific groups against one another and often threaten an already pre-existing climate of peace in a particular region. The causes for these conflicts can have social, economic or political roots; conflicting viewpoints can lead to conflict, and these conflicts often lack a specific point of resolution. One global conflict that had an extremely deleterious impact on Western Europe was the “Great War”, also known as WWI. The causes for this war are numerous indeed, but can be linked quite specifically to the growing sense of nationalism in Europe in general, and to the desire for nations within the Balkan peninsula to obtain autonomy from their historic oppressors, the Austro Hungarian Empire and the state of Germany. By examining the roots of Nationalism in Europe, and providing the specific viewpoints of both the Hapsburg Empire and the Serbian Nationalists, we can assess the dangers of nationalism, and the truth, often expressed in relation to WWI, that the events of Versailles in 1919- paved the way for WWII. 

· Bold text represents Step One: “Provide the Big Picture for the Reader.”

· Underlined text represents Step Two: “Narrow the theme focus for the reader.”

· Italicized Text represents Step Three: “Provide the reader with a sense of focus and direction.”

Conflicts between groups of people have threatened peace in many nations and regions.





Identify one conflict that has threatened peace in a nation or region and


Discuss one major cause of that conflict


Identify two opposing groups involved in the conflict and discuss one viewpoint of each group


Discuss the extent to which the conflict was or was not resolved








