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Vocabulary List #1.

1.Abate: Verb. To make or become less strong
2 Baffle. Verb. To confuse or to perplex

3. Cacophony. Noun. A harsh, discordant sound; dissonance. 

4. Dalliance: Noun. Lighthearted flirtation; brief association with

5. Earnest. Adjective. Intensely serious; determined.

6. Façade. Noun. Literally, the front of a building; Also, to put up a front to deceive

7. Galvanize. Verb. To rouse or unify because of a momentous event or idea; anything sudden or remarkable that brings people together

8. Habitual: Adjective. Done constantly  

9. Iconoclast: Noun. A person who attacks cherished beliefs.

10. Jaundiced. Adjective. A person who is envious

11. Kismet. Noun. Fate Destiny.

12. Laborious. Adjective. Needing hard work or toil. Also, used to describe awkward or low-level writing or thinking.

13. Macabre. Adjective. Grim; gruesome; horrible to view
14. Nadir. Noun. The lowest point in a person’s fortune; the worst it can, seemingly be.

15. Obeisance. Noun. To bow or curtsey; a sign of submission to power

16. Palimpsest. Noun. A piece of writing or material that has been written over or effaced; an idea that has been changed from the original without attribution.

17. Quagmire. Noun. A hazardous situation. 

18. Rabid. Adjective. An unreasoning or headstrong person. Fanatical.

19. Sacrosanct. Adjective. The most sacred and unchangeable of beliefs.
20. Tangential. Adjective. Any ideal that spins of from a previous one. A spin-off.

21. Umbrage. Noun. An offence; a sense of slight or injury

22. Vanguard. Noun. The leaders of a movement or a school of thought.

23. Warrant. Verb. To justify.

24. Xenophobia. Noun. A fear of foreigners
25. Yield. Verb. To give in; to acquiesce

26. Zeitgeist. Noun. (from the German) The spirit of the times.
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1. Abdicate. Verb. To give up something, usually associated with a political office or Monarchical crown

2. Bastion. Noun. A fortification or stronghold; it does not have to be a building, it can be a place

3. Cajole. Verb. To flatter; to coax; to persuade

4. Dearth. Noun. A lack or, scarcity or insufficiency of a certain thing; like a product or foodstuffs

5. Edict. Noun. A law; command; official public order

6. Fallacious. Adjective. Some idea that is wrong, unsound or illogical.

7. Garner. Verb. To gather together

8. Harbinger. Noun. A precursor; a sign of something to come.

9. Ignominious. Adjective. Disgraceful; Dishonorable.

10. Jingoism. Noun. Belligerent support of one’s country; superiority expressed; hyper patriotism/nationalism

11. Libertine. Noun. A person without any moral restraint.

12. Machination(s) Noun. Any plot, scheme or secret ploy

13. Nascent. Adjective. Starting to develop; the beginning stages of something.

14. Obfuscate. Verb. To confuse; to obscure; to purposefully make unclear

15. Pacify. Verb. To restore calm; to bring peace; to calm people’s nerves.

16. Quandary. Noun. A dilemma; a difficulty; a puzzling choice 

17. Ramification(s) Noun. The consequence, importance  or outgrowth of any action.

18. Salient. Adjective. Prominent; conspicuous; key or most important, like a point or idea

19. Tacit. Adjective. Anything silently understood or implied; not clarified in writing.

20. Ubiquitous. Adjective. Something (or someone) that (who) appears to be everywhere at once.

21. Vacillate. Verb. To waver; to show indecision.
22. Wanton. Adjective. Undisciplined; unrestrained; reckless

23. Yoke. Verb. To join, or be joined together’ implies no choice in the matter
24. Zealot. Noun. Someone passionately devoted to a particular cause; most often a religious or political one.

Frederick Douglass Academy

Sophomore Advanced Placement European History

Mr. Murphy

Historical Power Words

List #3

1. Acrimony. Noun. Hatred; bitterness; animosity
2. Bellicose. Adjective. Warlike; aggressive

3. Capitulate. Verb. To submit completely; to surrender

4. Defamatory. Adjective. Slanderous statements; injurious words meant to hurt a person’s reputation

5. Efficacious. Adjective. The most effective; the most efficient 
6. Fathom. Verb. To measure the depth of; to try and grasp the importance of something 
7. Grievous. Adjective. Causing grief  or sorrow; serious; distressing; harmful 

8. Hegemony. Noun. Leadership; a visible expression of domination: usually by a country 
9. Immutable. Adjective. Unchanging; invariable 
10. Judicious. Adjective. Sensible; showing good judgment
11. Labyrinthine. Adjective. Literally “maze like”; very complicated.  
12. Malevolence. Noun. Causing evil or wishing ill will toward others.  
13. Nefarious. Adjective. Vicious. Evil 
14. Obsequious. Adjective. Overly submissive; brownnosing 
15. Panacea. Noun. Something that I supposedly a “cure-all; thee “magic bullet” 
16. Quarantine. Noun or Verb. To isolate to prevent the spread of disease; to isolate 
17. Rancor. Noun. Bitter hatred. Anger 
18. Satiate. Verb. To satisfy; to please; to mollify 
19. Tempestuous. Adjective. Stormy; raging; furious 
20. Upbraid. Verb. To scold; to reprimand 
21. Venerable. Adjective. Respected because of Age. 
22. Writ. Noun. Written document; usually in Law 
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1. Accede. Verb. To express approval; agree with.

2. Belabor. Verb. To insist repeatedly; to harp on something

3. Circumvent. Verb. To go around; to avoid; to find an alternate way 

4. Deleterious. Adjective. Harmful; destructive. 

5. Egregious. Adjective. Extremely bad; the most severe and harmful example  

6. Flaunt. Verb. To show off 

7. Gradation. Noun. The measurement of regular degrees or stages of, a way to quantify differences in power 

8. Heathen. Noun. A pagan; a non-believer; uncivilized; irreligious 
9. Illusory. Adjective. Unreal; deceptive 

10. Juxtapose. Verb. To place side by side as a means of comparison. 

11. Lampoon. Verb. To attack with satire; to mock harshly  

12. Magnanimous. Adjective. Generous; noble in spirit  

13. Nihilism. Noun. A belief that all traditional values are meaningless  

14. Officious. Adjective. Too helpful; meddlesome 

15. Pall. Noun. A darkness that envelopes a place or person; to obscure 

16. Quell. Verb. To crush or subdue. 
17. Raze. Verb. To tear down; demolish 
18. Scrupulous. Adjective. Conscientious and exact; painstaking 
19. Tangible. Adjective. Possible to be treated as fact; real or concrete

20. Unequivocal. Adjective. Admitting of no doubt or misunderstanding; clear and unambiguous; no question

21. Vaunted. Adjective. Boasted about; bragged about 

22. Wizened. Adjective. Withered; shriveled; wrinkled. 

23.  Abnegate. Verb. To renounce; to deny

24. Benign. Adjective. Kindly; gentle; harmless 
25. Castigate. Verb. To punish; chastise; criticize severely.
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1. Accrue. Verb. To accumulate; grow by additions

2. Beleaguer. Verb. To harass; to plague 
3. Catalyst. Noun. Something causing change, without it being changed 
4. Debunk. Verb. To discredit; to disprove. 
5. Effrontery. Impudent boldness; audacity 
6. Feign. Verb. To pretend; give a false impression; to invent falsely 
7. Grandiose. Adjective. Magnificent. Imposing; possibly pretentious 
8. Harrowing. Adjective. Extremely distressing; terrifying 
9. Impasse. Noun. A blocked path; a dilemma with no solution. 

10. Juggernaut. Noun. A huge force destroying everything in its path

11. Knell. Noun. The Sound of a funeral bell; an omen of death or failure 

12. Licentious. Adjective. Immoral; seemingly unrestrained by society 

13. Malady. Noun. Illness

14. Nullify. Verb. To make void. 

15. Obstinate. Adjective. Stubborn 

16. Paradigm. Noun. The ideal example; a model; a true beginning 

17. Query. Noun. A question. 

18. Reactionary. Adjective. Marked by extreme conservatism.  
19. Secular. Not pertaining to religion. 

20. Tenuous. Adjective. Weak; unsubstantial; very impermanent. 

21. Usurp. Verb. To seize by force. 
22. Veracity. Noun. The truthfulness of a certain idea; accuracy 
23. Weather. Verb. To endure to undergo 
24. Demarcation. Noun. Borderline; a point of difference between two things
25. Enervate. Verb. To Weaken
