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Scoring Rubric

Theme Essays

Theme Essays are categorized into three basic groups

9-8-7-6: Stronger Essays. There are some basic indicators that are reflective of the essays in the category. Remember that 9 is the highest score that can be gained in this, and that for the purposes of the essay, a “9” essay may not be necessarily flawless. 

· Have a clear, well-developed thesis

· Must be well organized

· Must address the major terms of the question

· Must a support the thesis with specific evidence

· May contain minor errors; even a “9” need not be flawless

· Errors cannot be based on facts presented or mis-interpretation of the question

5-4 Mixed Essays
· Contains a thesis; perhaps superficial or simplistic

· Uneven response to the questions terms

· May contain errors, factual or interpretive

3-2-1-0: Weaker Essays
· Essays scored 0 or 1 may attempt to address the question but fail to do so.

· Thesis is confused, or absent, or merely restates the question

· Misconstrues the question or omits major tasks

· May contain major errors

Grades of the 0-9 scale as they relate to class grades:

9 = 90 - 100

8 = 80 - 90

7 = 70 - 80

6 = 60 - 70

5 = 50 - 60

4 = 40 - 50 

3 = 30 - 40

2 = 20 - 30 

1 = 10 - 20

0 = 0 - 10

