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Regents Preparation: Essay Writing

DBQ: Document Based Questions.

The Basics:

June 2004 Exam:

Steps in answering any DBQ:

1. Draw your Graphic Organizer as shown:

2. Read Part A:








· Historical Context

· Task

3. Read Part B: (This is the part after all of the documents)


4. Focus on directions words

· Explain

· Describe 

· Discuss

· Show

5. Focus on number words:

· one

· two 

· each

· and/or

6. Write yourself a simple sentence explaining these directions to yourself: (Literally, what do you have to do?) Place it at the top of the graphic organizer
7. Read each document, and note next to it a simple direction to yourself as to how you will use it.
8. Place the document’s numbers on your graphic organizer based on how you will use them.
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