Frederick Douglass Academy
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Mr. Murphy

Regent Preparation: Essay Writing

DBQ: Document Based Questions.

Big Picture: The Regents Expects you to be able to analyze primary documents and be able to interpret the message/meaning/POV (point of view) that they have. They will provide you with five to seven short passages/political cartoons/graphs that you will have to examine.

Each of the documents will be connected to a specific major theme. Not all of them will reflect the same point of view or “side” of the issue.

Hence, your job will be to examine the documents, write a short explanatory response on each (in your exam booklet) and then compose an essay based on your information (on the essay paper provided) 

For the purposes of this essay, we will use the Document based question on pages 385-389 in your review book. I will only include the directions for the DBQ; you will have to refer to the actual documents in the book to answer the question.

Actual Question:

  

Part V: Document-Based Essay

This task is based on the accompanying documents (1-6). Some of the documents have been edited for the purposes of this task. This task is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and the point of view expressed.

Directions: Read the documents in Part A 
and answer the questions after each document. Then read the directions for Part B
. and write your essay.

Historical Context:

Nationalism includes pride in a cultural heritage, common language, and history that frequently transcends boundaries. A common goal of nationalism has been to transform this sense of cultural unity into a political reality. Nationalism has encouraged both unity and conflict.

Task: 

Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of global history and geography write an essay in which you explain how nationalism has been a force and a source of conflict.

TURN PAGE FOR PART A



The previous pages’ directions highlight the basic concept of the DBQ. Once you have identified the central theme of the DBQ, you are then to examine the documents they have included in the booklet. This section is referred to a PART A of the question.

*The following are the directions you will get for each of the documents. Remember that you will have five to seven 
documents to comment on, and then reference in your essay.



Part A

Short Answer

Directions: 

· Analyze the documents and answer the questions that follow each document in the space provided.

Document 1


There will then be a basic question on the interpretation of the passage. You will respond to this on the lines directly under the passage., in your examination booklet. You get credit for this, and you will be able to utilize that information in your essay later.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________












Score



You will receive a point value (usually 1-2 points) based on your response to each document. It is important to respond each time. You do not want to leave any of these blank! Depending on the number of questions, you could achieve a maximum of 8-10 points on this part of the essay!

The more that you spend time and respond to the documents, you are actually beginning to form the basis of your essay, which will ask you to utilize all of these documents in a written response
.

*Remember that your documents can be a written passage, as well as a political cartoon, chart or a graph.
Political cartoons can present an extremely insightful point of view on a historical topic.


There will be a question based on your interpretation of the cartoon. The cartoon will present some point of view connected with the main theme of the DBQ.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Score



You are not done yet!!!

At this point, you have written responses to all of the documents in the exam booklet. What remains is for you to read the directions for PART B, which is the actual essay itself. Here are the directions for PART B
 of this question.



Part B

Essay

Directions:

· Write a well-organized essay that included an introduction, several paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

· Use evidence from documents to support your response
.

· Do not simply repeat the contents of the documents.

· Include specific related information

Historical Context:

Throughout history, societies have held different viewpoints on government decision making and the role of citizens in this decision making process. The decision-making process can range from absolute control to democracy.

Task:

Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history and geography, write an essay in which you: 

· Compare and contrast the different viewpoints 
societies have held about the process of governmental decision making and about the role of citizens in the political decision making process.

· Discuss the advantages and disadvantages 
of a political system that is under the absolute control of a single individual or a few individuals, or a political system that is a democracy.

Be sure to include specific historical details. You must also include additional information from your knowledge of global history and geography.



* The document will present a quote or a passage from a famous individual or movement. It is critical that you pay attention to the historical context (time and place) of the passage, as well as the main idea of the document. The end of it there will be a tag line that give the author, or where the document is take from.





								(Author/Source)











 








�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� General directions for the question. Will give you the number of documents provided..


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Part A requires you to respond in your booklet to the documents provided. It will also give you basic directions for the format of the question.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Part B will give you more specific directions for the essay. You will be awarded points on each part based on your performance.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Historical Context will give you the big picture concerning the global topic. Once you have identified the appropriate buzz words, the Task will give you more specific directions for this section.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� They will normally give you the topic, as well as a defining statement along with it. This will be helpful when you formulate your introduction.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Task will be a more specific set of directions concerning what kind of essay you will generate.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Read all of the documents in Part A, and respond to them in your booklet. You get credit for this!!!!


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Here are the specific directions concerning what you are to do with the documents provided in your booklet.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� No blanks! Respond, somehow, to what you have read.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� The more thoughtful and informed your responses are at this level, the more they will help you in Part B.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Students often make the mistake of thinking that if they write in all the spaces provide in their exam booklet, they are done with the document based questions. Although you do get credit for this section, 60-70% of your thirty points will be earned by writing your essay!!!





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� You will sell your essay based on the way that you build your introduction, your topic sentences, and your conclusion!





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Quote!!! And, explain why the quote is applicable to your essay.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� DO NOT SIMPLY SUMMARIZE THE DOCUMENTS AND THINK YOU HAVE ANSWERED THE ESSAY!





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Step outside the box and provide information from your global course work that applies to the documents. Show your stuff!!!





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This narrows the topic as it was presented in Part A. Pay attention to key words.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� PAY ATTENTION!!! THEY ARE GOING TO TELL YOU EXACTLY WHAT YOU HAVE TO  DO!





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Re-enforces the notion that not all of the documents will provide the same point of view on the topic selected.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� You will have to present both sides of the topic, which means that you organizational skills will be tested.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Reminder to pull any other significant information concerning this topic from your knowledge of world history.





