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Document Analysis Template

Document Analysis template:

1. Determine the time period the document was written within:
a. Can you make any generalizations about the values/prejudices/large historical movements particular of that particular time period?

b. Can you “contextualize” the document?

2. Determine the Author of the Document:
a. What do we know about societal values/prejudices based on the time period the author was writing/living in?

b. Was the author linked to any organizations/groups that might reflect a preconceived agenda?
c. Can you identify language that reflects bias in the document?

3. What form does the document take:
a. Is it first hand account? Are others interviewed?

b. Is it typical of other documents/observations of that time?

c. Literally, how is the author getting his/her message across?

4. Can you identify the main idea; the historical theme/message of the document?

a. Essentially, what is the author’s purpose in writing it, and to what extent has the author achieved his/her goal?

