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Essays must have a purpose. You must look to accomplish something. They have to take a reader to a specific place. Here are some things to consider when beginning an essay:

Question Analysis: What is it that the question is asking you to do? Since this is a history course, there are some basics that can apply to most of the questions that you will be given. Here are some buzzwords applicable to the topic.

Analyze. Here you break something down into parts in order to understand it. A coach may play a tape of a game and analyze specific plays by running them over an over.

Global Example. Analyze the reasons for the United States involvement in Vietnam.  

Compare. When you compare, you are looking for similarities in separate issues or occurrences. Parents will often compare their children to look for common behavior patterns.


Global Example. Compare the long-range causes of WWI and WWII

Contrast. Show the differences between two things. You may wish to contrast your recent performance with that of your friend, who is failing a certain class.


Global Example: Contrast the beliefs of Hinduism and Islam. 


Define. Here you tell exactly what something is. It can be as simple as word definition like peninsula, and as complicated as the definition of racism.


Global Example: Define the term Totalitarianism.

Describe. When you describe, you tell about the parts of something. You can describe how a car looks, or you could describe the causes of WWII.


Global Example: Describe the key factors that lead to global warming.
Develop. When you show development, you show how something came about; how it grew and came to be. When you develop an argument, it grows because of the specific things that you wish to say. (The difference between seed and a flower.) 


Global Example: How did the system of apartheid develop in South Africa?

Discuss. When you discuss, (rather than yell or become belligerent), you formulate an argument around certain well thought facts, details and reasons. These are the bricks in your wall. Without them, your argument is literally transparent.


Global Example: Discuss the reasons for the partitioning of India in 1947.

Evaluate. Once you have presented facts, details, opinions, then you are able to evaluate the strength of your information. You can evaluate a teacher’s performance, but it would be unfair to do so after the first ten minutes of your first class. It would be equally unfair

to be evaluated for a marking period because of a grade on one homework assignment.


Global Example: Evaluate the effectiveness of Lech Walensa and his movement of Solidarity in Poland in the 1980’s.

Explain. Give reasons for something. Demonstrate what something is or how something works. Explaining why the sky is blue to a child is difficult.


Global Example. You can explain how the system of Mercantilism worked.

Show. Make information presentable to someone. You can show how a vacuum cleaner works, and that would be easier than describing how it worked.


Global Example. Show how Napoleon made errors concerning his invasion of Russia.

Consider also that you have to present viable and concrete information in order to make any logical argument or essay. Everybody is entitled to their opinion, but you have to be able to back it up. Listen to people argue about sports or politics, and you will notice that ultimately, it is about who wins and loses. Everything else is just hot air.
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You have already received a list of buzzwords that are critical for your understanding and analysis of a global essay. It might be helpful or us to do a quick review on them, and then see them in context to further solidify their meaning and usage. Here are the key words again:

Analyze
Compare
Contrast
Define

Describe
 Develop Discuss
Evaluate 
Explain
Show

Step One: Take each word and write a sentence that defines what the word means to you. Give an example of how you would use it.

Step Two. Read the following essay question, and see of you can place the words in the proper space based on the context of the sentence. 

The treaty of Versailles, signed by the Allied and Axis powers after the conclusion of WWI, planted the seeds that grew into the conflict known as WWII. Your task in this essay will be multifaceted.

You must first __________ the provisions of the treaty, and __________ how they were especially damaging to the Germans. Make sure you are able to __________ and __________ the desires of the Allied powers and the hopes of the German Imperial government. 

Once you have done this ___________ how the provisions of the Treaty cause the hyperinflation in Germany in the 1920’s, and __________ how the treaty may have actually caused the outbreak of WWII.

Make sure that you are able to __________ your argument by __________ing   how 1919 really was the root cause of the outbreak of war in 1939.

