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Writing, Referencing, Paraphrasing, Quoting

“How to show a reference (embedded) in your paragraph.”

Step One: Know the citation (Author’s Last Name, primarily) of the source that you are using. If you use other people’s ideas, you have to give them credit! Each citation will contain two key bits of information: the author’s last name and the page number the information is taken from.
Step Two. Paraphrasing: Two Methods 

· How do you indicate to me that you are summarizing an idea you found in the document, and want to give the author credit? If you are paraphrasing, but do not mention the author’s name, your reference is as follows:

It seems clear that a just law stems from how closely it follows God’s law (Aquinas 1). *Notice the period outside the parenthesis
Or,
· If you mention the author’s name in the paraphrase, you only need to place the page number in the embedded reference.
Since Aquinas believed that tradition seemed important to the legal system, he argued that changing laws could be potentially damaging (2). *Notice no last name was necessary.
Step Three: (Embedding) a “quotation” in a paragraph
For a short quotation from a source, (four lines or less) you include it in your paragraph, and use the double quotation marks. The period remains outside of the (embedded reference). 

According to Aquinas, “When any law is changed, the power of the law is diminished, in so far as the custom is abolished” (Aquinas 2).
If the quote you chose is longer than four lines from the text, you indent and single space the quote. You do not need quotation marks, but you do need the (reference) at the end.


One of the interesting points made by Aquinas revolves around the concept of how 

human laws affect individuals, and whether or not we are bound to follow them. Aquinas 

begins by presenting a standard explanation of the harmful nature of human laws, 

There is a third objection. Human laws often bring to me both injury and a loss of 
character. For, according to Isaiah, ‘shame on you to make unjust laws and 
burdensome 
decrees. You deprive the poor of justice and rob the weakest of my
people of their rights.’ 
Since it is lawful for all to avoid repression and violence, therefore human laws do not bind 
our conscience (Aquinas 2). 
